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2023 Board Members

President
Taylor Yates
714-747-6807

tayornyates714@gmail.com

Ex-Presidio
Juan-Carlos Aguilar
310-569-3316
juanmilliondollars@yahoo.com

Vice President
Keith Kauffman
310-629-7605
Kauff270@gmail.com
Treasurer
Brandon Ward
714-321-1707
brandonward.info@gmail.com

Tentative Manager
Richard Cunningham
562-274-6198
arealone562@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Jacob Seto
424-219-6937
xtrdae86x@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

Chris Yates
714-642-8388

chrisryates@yahoo.com

Club Historian
Paul Byrd
949-500-1459
pbyrd@argosx.com

Conservation Liaison

Terry Maas
805-642-7856
tmaas@west.net

FISH STANDINGS

The Trident is the official newsletter of
the Long Beach Neptunes, a non-profit
organization. The Trident is published
monthly and is provided free of charge
to the members of the Long Beach
Neptunes and associates.

The Long Beach Neptunes would like to
thank the following members for their
work in obtaining our 501(c)(7) non-
profit organization status:

Jeff Benedict, Brian York, Jon McMullin,
Will Wither, Steve Parkford

2023 CALENDAR

CALIFORNIA
Calico Derby

Calico Bass -
White Seabass -

Todd Farquhar
Paul Zylstra
Yellowtail -
Halibut -
Sheephead

Bonito

Paul Zylstra

Jacob Seto

Barracuda
Dorado
Bluefin Tuna -

Lobster
OUT OF STATE/COUNTRY AWARDS

Yellowfin Tuna
Reef Fish

Pelagic, non-tuna -

Juan Carlos Aguilar

John Hughes

Kent Mclntyre Award
Paul Zylstra - YT -39.6lb WSB -71.6lb

Perpetual Big Fish Trophy

e November 1st - Monthly meeting IN
PERSON at Me 'n' Ed's Pizzeria

open  ° November 23rd - Thanksgiving

7.8lbs °
71.6lbs
39.6lbs

20.9lbs
Open

December 9th - Long Beach
Neptune's Christmas Party
e December 25th - Christmas

Open
Open
Open
62lbs
Open

Open
Open

Yellowtail - 47.8lbs

11.2lbs



MONTHLY CLUB MEETING
November 1st, 7:00PM

This month’'s club meeting will be held IN PERSON,
at

Me-n-Ed's Pizzeria
4115 Paramount Blvd, Lakewood, CA
90712




Neptunes and Friends,

First, I want to thank everyone who came out and participated
in the Fall Classic! As always, it was a fantastic time with you
all. Congrats to all who took a fish and/or lobster!

Second, I want to say how much I appreciate each and every
one of you for all of your support, encouragement and guidance
throughout this year. As someone who has had the opportunity
to grow up within the club, it has been such a joy being
president! This year we

had an incredible auction, fantastic 60th annual Blue Water
Meet turnout, and very fishy Fall Classic! I have had so much
fun with you all and as 2023 comes to a close, I cannot wait to
see what 2024 brings with our new board!

I would like to also give a special thank you to the rest of the
board, Keith Kaufman

(VP), Brandon Ward (Treasurer), Chris Yates (Secretary),
Richard Cunningham (Tentative Manager), Jacob Seto
(Newsletter Editor), Juan-Carlos Aguilar (Ex-Presidio), Paul
Byrd (Club Historian), and Terry Maas (Conservation Liaison).
Without them, I would be running around like a chicken with
my head cut off.

Please all mark your calendars for Saturday, December 9th for
our annual Christmas party! This year we will be celebrating at
Calico Fish House in Huntington Beach. We have the entire
restaurant reserved and the menu for the evening is fantastic!
Please RSVP to the Evite sent to your email and bring your
signhificant others + kids! Please contact a board member if you
did not receive the link to RSVP.

I hope to see you all at our November meeting where we will
be voting on a new constitution proposal as well as announcing
our 2024 Board nominations. Should you need anything prior to
next meeting, please do not hesitate to reach out to me
directly!

Best,

Taylor Yates

Long Beach Neptunes President
taylornyates714@gmail.com
(714)747-6807
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PERFECTLY PLANNED...

| think most divers would agree that the first rule of trip planning is
to go when you can, as often as you can. If you have the opportunity
to choose a better weather window that’s a plus. The final luxury is
likely the ability to plan around a moon phase or tide cycle. | also
enjoy geeking out on the trip planning as it is all part of the process to
be embraced- and if you pay attention to the details it will hopefully
give you an edge on making your trip successful.

| was able to schedule this trip on a moon phase | thought would
give us good current at the island and feeding fish. We also had a solid
weather window so we sent it south and west. Reports of a mixed
plunker bite near our destination encouraged us to get a scoop of

dines on our way out. As we neared our destination the fleet came
into view, several packs of boats with

others spread out far. The trolling
rods were deployed as we located
fish. Within half our we had a bllnd

line and get in
into a pod of d
signs of associ
meter through
immediately pi
_ sounder. We dro
| backand got bit wi



We boated a 25 pound bluefin then reset on the dolphins. Again,
instant hook up. This time Boating a 30 pound yellowfin and reset
again. | dropped a bait back and it got picked up faster than | was
prepared for and after a little battle we had another 39 pound
(gilled/gutted) yellowfin on deck. We were stoked and decided to call it
a day as the sun started to set over the island.

opportunities we have as watermen- -3'5‘3‘.‘
to experience a part of this earth
that so many will never get to see.

At the first stop | was suited and 9’ -
booted ready to shoot my new || ..
Ulusub. | made my way into the zone .
and found an unfortunate volume of 1
current which negated my hopes for
this moon phase. | remained positive
and took it for what it’s worth. On my
second drop i neared the bottom °
and had a school of 5 yellows come

in. | turned and plugged the closest one. The fish
into the kelp stringers so | immediately put the br
the fish did the work for me and pulled through
to make a clean retrieve. Slug 1 was in the

easy. We pulled one more fish from that zon
the slack tide but made a move to a new spo
was last in the water this time since | was too
act together. | made my way to the ledge and fo
| assessed my approach | see 6-7 large fish poste



right in front of the ledge- perfectly still. W

they’re green..yellows?? | took a breath a
the fish which caused them to almost wake
directly overhead and sent my new addictio
head and out its ventral fins.



With the bow-tie secured | went for a New
prey did everything in its power to swim
the fish and swam back to tend to my ¢
After a few more cheap shots to my bud
but nothing came through after that. O
had some work cut out for us so we s
Several hours later we entered port with
yellowtail, bluefin, and yellowfin,- thankful fo
and laughs.
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THANK YOU TC EVERYCONE THAT CAME OUT AND
PARTICIPATED IN THIS YEARS LONG BEACH NEPTUNES FALL
CLASSIC. CONGRATULATIONS TO EVERYCNE THAT WAS ABLE
TO BRING A FISH TO THE WINNERS CIRCLE TC BE WEIGHED IN

AND CONGRATULATIONS TC PETER YEE FOR SHOOTING THE
WINNING FISH. HOPE TO SEE EVERYONE NEXT YEARI!II
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CHASE....WHAT"S GOING ON HERE, =
ARE THE BEANS WORKING??? &
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Hey Divers,
| thought I’d share my recent 1st place finish at the Long Beach Neptune’s
22nd Annual Fall Classic Spearfishing Tournament. There’s good news and bad
news to the story and the story still continues...

First I’d like to thank the LB Neptune’s on a great event and my buddy Josh
for inviting me to dive with our friends Joe and Mike, also from the club!
Captain Josh is also responsible for the winning strategy that allowed me and
Joe to find podium Yellowtail!

GOOD NEWS: | took first place at the weigh-ins with my 29.9 lbs fish and Joe
got 3rd place with his 28.8 lbs YT and 2nd place was 29 2 lbs. Joe accidentally
bled his fish out of habit, so_maybe hu_\gd:haye laced higher. Th|s is my
ﬂ.:st-spearf”shmg tournament win _amrhemorable one for sure!
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not as it was too quiet afterwards. Water’iv 1S around

Oceanborn 145 fc th ﬁl§ﬁ

Soon n after geftlrrgﬂm saw a m ard YT belowv 1ched a
dive but he only got t further. This | gaveme_hope lthen saw a hugt.r-s'em_oﬁtﬁﬁ :
bonita streaming by. | kept looking towards the end of the school as YT will
follow along at times, but not this time. | then saw a turtle hanging out not fa

so there was a good amount of life in this area.

In stead of throwing my flasher and diving down on it time after time, | made a
blind dive with the notion to plane out looking towards the tail end of the
bonita. As | make my drop past the blacksmith | suddenly see a school of YT
crossing in front of me! | quickly try to aim my gun while inverted but couldn’t
so | twisted myself upright as they got closer. Not thinking | had my tuna gun,
but more like my regular YT gun, | swung the long gun with my left hand along
the side of it instead of bracing against the butt of it. My right arm was slightly
bent and not locked out to aim at the fish that were close.



BAD NEWS: | pulled the trigger and the butt of my tuna gun hit me right away
and | didn’t know what happened! | was jarred, but felt no pain, just numbness.
The video shows a quick violent shake at the shot. | saw that | had connected
on the fish and headed up. As I’m ascending, | realize | was missing some teeth
and put it together what happened! Josh saw me shoot and came over to
check on me. | secured my fish and headed back to the boat, simultaneously
stoked and bummed at the same time!
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As we were heading to weigh-ins, | was going through what had happened,
worried about telling my wife, worried about the cost of fixing my teeth and
the embarrassment of making such a mistake for a fish over and over in my
head like a looped video.

LESSON: After the weigh-ins, many of the LB Neptunes kindly congratulated
me and some share their stories of knocking a tooth out, hitting their jaw,
chipping or cracking a tooth, etc. Some of my other dive buddies that found
out about the accident shared their similar stories with me.



So | realized that this accident/mistake happens more times than we might
realize as divers probably don’t advertise it. | didn’t want to share this either,
at least right away, for my own embarrassment and ego since I’ve been
spearfishing since 2010. But since | share my spearfishing adventures, tips
and tricks, | realize | should share the bad and all the realities of this
dangerous activity we do.

1 i ' AQINI "Y' M\ AT
LIl T o I I 111V A0C0GIUE

D e ll-.l‘ : " oget it ir the |

out, get hit m-the%hfeatnr shattergd my goggles and damage an eye! It sucks
this accident happened to me, but maybe | can do somethw

share it with our community in hopes you all will be more aware of your gun
control and avoid this happenin_g to you.

I think | will make a video of all of this and including my dental journey and
maybe share it next year. We’ll see.
Cheers everyone, thanks for reading my story, happy hunting and dive safe!






Forced Mark Hultgren to go out with me on my boat and he took first place in
the lobster mobster competition while | took second. Neptunes first and
second in Free dive category ! Graciously mark took me to lunch after we

picked up our prizes.




Isng Beach Pleptunes,
Gihirtglomay, ey

DECEMBER 9TH

$25.00 PER PERSON

16600 PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92649

RSVP HERE AT LBNEPTUNES@YAHOO.COM
PLEASE SUMBIT PAYMENT AT NOVEMBERS MEETING OR CLICK

HERE TO GO TO PAYPAL @ LONG BEACH NEPTUNES INC.



mailto:lbneptunes@yahoo.com
https://www.paypal.com/webapps/shoppingcart?flowlogging_id=f951871d2fd22&mfid=1698783801130_f951871d2fd22#/checkout/openButton
https://www.paypal.com/webapps/shoppingcart?flowlogging_id=f951871d2fd22&mfid=1698783801130_f951871d2fd22#/checkout/openButton
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The Long Beach Neptunes are Pr‘oudly
suPPor'Jred by the Pollowing entities

ATOMIC
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FIND REFUGE IN THE SEA

BREATHLESS EMOTIONS
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WE'VE GOT YOU UNDER OUR SKIN

WAWW RaTChCusSfomsusa.com

BEACH CITIES
SCUBA

G DPIVING FOR A CAUSE.

RIS >




