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CALIFORNIA
Calico Derby       
Calico Bass          
White Seabass 
Yellowtail   
Halibut       
Sheephead              
Bonito          
Barracuda              
Dorado                      
Bluefin Tuna    
Lobster                                       

OUT OF STATE/COUNTRY AWARDS
Yellowfin Tuna
Reef Fish 
Pelagic, non-tuna 

Kent McIntyre Award
Will it be you this year???




Perpetual Big Fish Trophy
Let's go!!!

 

April 5th - Monthly meeting IN
PERSON at Me 'n' Ed's Pizzeria
April 5th - Long Beach Neptune's
Auction
June 10th - 60th Annual Blue Water
Meet
October 14th - Long Beach Neptunes
Fall Classic

2023 Board Members
President

Taylor Yates
714-747-6807

tayornyates714@gmail.com

Ex-Presidio
Juan-Carlos Aguilar

310-569-3316
juanmilliondollars@yahoo.com



Vice President
Keith Kauffman
310-629-7605

Kauff270@gmail.com
Treasurer

Brandon Ward
714-321-1707

brandonward.info@gmail.com



Tentative Manager
Richard Cunningham

562-274-6198
arealone562@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Jacob Seto

424-219-6937
xtrdae86x@gmail.com



Recording Secretary

Chris Yates
714-642-8388

chrisryates@yahoo.com
Club Historian

Paul Byrd
949-500-1459

pbyrd@argosx.com



Conservation Liaison
Terry Maas

805-642-7856
tmaas@west.net

The Trident is the official newsletter of
the Long Beach Neptunes, a non-profit
organization.  The Trident is published
monthly and is provided free of charge
to the members of the Long Beach
Neptunes and associates.

FISH STANDINGS
2023 CALENDAR

Open
Open

The Long Beach Neptunes would like to
thank the following members for their

work in obtaining our 501(c)(7) non-
profit organization status:



Jeff Benedict, Brian York, Jon McMullin,

Will Wither, Steve Parkford

Open

Jacob Seto 20.9lbs

Open

Open
Open

Open

Open

Open

Open
Open
Open
Open



This month's club meeting will be held IN PERSON,
at 

Me-n-Ed's Pizzeria 
4115 Paramount Blvd, Lakewood, CA

90712 







MONTHLY CLUB MEETING
April 5th, 7:00PM






THE 2022

I'd like to

congratulate

all of the

Neptunes who

received

awards for

their

outstanding

fish in the

selected

categories
*** not pictured - Todd Farquhar, Ron Warren, and Dave Freeman






THE 2022

John  Johnston - 36.1lb Yellowtail

Richard Cunningham - 24.9lb
Sheephead



THE 2022

Jeff Billhorn - 19.5lb Dorado

Hobie Ladd- 8.2lb Lobster



THE 2022

Robert Strobach - Pelagic
(Not Tuna) 68 lb Wahoo

Richard Cunningham - 200lb
Bluefin Tuna and recipient of the

"Big Jim" Perpetual Big Fish
Trophy



THE 2022

Paul Zylstra - Recipient of the Kent McIntyre Award
White Sea Bass - 69.75lbs

Yellowtail - 32.8lbs
Combined weight of - 102.55lbs



THE 2022

Left to right : John Johnston, Paul Zylstra, Long Beach Neptunes President
Taylor Yates, Richard Cunningham, Hobie Ladd, Robert Strobach and Jeff

Billhorn



Congratulations to Neptune's
Richard Cunningham and Bill

Peratt for earning the
acheivement of KING NEPTUNE
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The day had started like all the rest,  wet, cold, and
still raining.  I found myself being lazy on the couch
watching spearfishing videos on Youtube.  I had
anticipated the upcoming break in the weather to try
and get out and capitalize on a last minute hoorah
with the upcoming end of the California Spiny
Lobster season.  The more I tried to figure out a
game plan on where I wanted to go, the more my
mind kept trying to talk me out of it.  It kept telling
me that it was cold and that due to the recent rain
and winds the water was going to be murked up with
little to no visibility.

  I woke up to my phone ringing.  
Looking at the screen it was a dive
buddy who I hadn't heard from in
a few months.  I answered and the
first words out of his mouth were
"Hey Brother, do you think it's 
possible we can get out for a dive?"

...JUST FOR THE HALIBUT...JUST FOR THE HALIBUT



My buddy wanted to get out to try and get a limit of
bugs before the season ended.  Having the same
agenda in mind we agreed to meet up at 7pm.  I
looked at the weather report and my Windy app one
last time as I started my car.  It showed high clouds,
light drizzle.......and 15mph winds.  I guess the only
thing we had going for us was the fact that the wind
was blowing offshore and we had the cliff face to
block most of the wind.

    Upon arriving you could feel the chill in the air. 
 The wind did a great job of working the cold into the
warmth of my clothing.  Another truck came pulling
up and I realized that this guy might be trying to get
into the water as well.  We made quick work of
dressing out and proceeded to head out.  Getting
down to the bottom of the cliff we were greeted to
lake like condtions and the viz for the location was
the best I'd ever seen it.
       We entered the water and set off in different
directions with a designated location to meet back
up at.  I was greeted right away with a school of
juvenile white sea bass...I swore I saw a flash of
something big.



The night had just started and already the spot was
feeling super fishy.  I decided to follow the school of
sea bass in pursuit of finding a bigger one.  I usually
bring a Hali-Hammer when I go out bug diving but
tonight was different.  I had recently purchased a
"Halibut/Hole gun" and I brought it out tonight on
the off chance I might come across a legal halibut or
something else.  After about an hour of being in the
water I had swam over alot of short bugs and didn't
see any fish, I had only managed to come across 2
legals yet all the while I kept seeing something big

just out of range. 
 Swimming back to
shore I took a little
breather.  I could see my
buddy off in another
area and decided to
make my way back out
to him.   We met up and
decided we were going
to swim out and work
another area together.  I
spotted another bug
and just as I was about



to dive down my buddy called out for me. As I was
swimming over towards him  I look down underneath
him and sitting in about 20' of water there is this big
halibut.  It was big, much bigger than what I was used
to seeing in the area.  I tried to  calm myself down as
I was breathing up and did my dive.  I dove straight
down and kicked slowly while i lined up my shot for
the head.  As I got to within 6ft I pulled the trigger.  
 The shaft went gliding through the water through
the Halibut's head where I was aiming and into the
sand.  There was no movement, Just one kick from
the fish when I reached down and pulled the shaft
up a few inches out of the sand and then shoved it
back downwards making the fish slide further up the
shaft



I was stoked!  I managed to stone my personal best
Halibut with my new gun.  I was on cloud 9 as I swam
back to shore to put the halibut on my stringer.  As I
exited the water it became clear just how big this
Halibut was.  I knew that I might have a fish big
enough to submit.  With the excitement and new
adrenaline kick, I swam back out to my buddy....
There it was again just outside the beam of my
flashlight.

      I met back up with my buddy and we were back at
it again.  That's when I finally caught clear sight of
what I kept seeing just outside of range.  It was a
broadnose 7 gill shark and he was BIG.  He was
definitely on the upper end of the size
spectrum.....All 8+ feet of him!!!  

   Knowing that the 7 gill shark is usually pretty docile 



I didn't hesitate to keep hunting, but with another 20
minutes going by and seeing nothing I was ready to
head in.  As I swam towards my buddy he had all the
tell tale signs of a fight.  Thankfully he managed to
put the hammer to a decent sized halibut of 26".  I
warned him about the shark but he threw caution to
the wind and proceeded to put the fish in his lobster
bag.  He wanted to spend a little bit more time to try
and get 2 more bugs to complete a limit.  Since It was
still early I had no problem staying longer.  We had
barely got back on the move when the  tax man came
gliding in slowly out of the darkness. This time he
came in close, within 5 feet.  As we kept eye contact
with him he made a circle and slowly came towards
us.  When he was about 3 feet away from us I poked
him in the head and he swam away but he made a
sharp circle and headed back towards us.  I could tell
this shark was sizing us up and starting to get
competitive with us. We finally decided we both had
enough and swam back for shore.

     The hike up the hill was something I will not miss. 
 As strenuous as it was though with the extra weight I
couldn't help but realize I was grinning ear to ear.



We had managed to have a very successful close out
to the lobster season as well as getting some Halibut
all the while being stalked by a shark for most of the
night.

   As soon as I reached my car I sent a text to Richard
Cunningham letting him know I needed a scale. 
 Unfortunately Richard was at work so I called up
Hobie and drove out to his house to weigh my fish. 
 Hobie got the scale ready and...This is my personal
best halibut to date.  It measured in right at 36" and
had a total weight of 20.9lbs.  As a Neptune I don't
think I will ever forget filling out my first "Long
Beach Neptunes Fish Application."

Now I just hope that it can
hold up through the season!

Thank You Hobie for your
help with the scale. 

Jacob Seto



IS THE REWARD REALLY WORTHIS THE REWARD REALLY WORTHIS THE REWARD REALLY WORTH
THE POSSIBLE RISKS?THE POSSIBLE RISKS?THE POSSIBLE RISKS?

We've all encountered a situation where we were anticipating getting out in the
water only to find out that the weather was going to turn to crap and there was
going to be wind and rain with high surf in the forecast.  Such has been the case
recently with Southern California.  Since the beginning of the 2023 year we've
encountered some pretty crazy weather with high winds, record breaking
amounts of rainfall, huge surf and even a tornado!

What does all that mean to us?  Well actually it means a lot.  Following are a few
excerpts that I found from different sources on the internet.  Here are some
facts  and information regarding  water quality after a rain cycle.

*Stormwater runoff that carries pollution can also affect human health. Many
carcinogens, such as heavy metals that can have toxic effects on humans, are
among the pollutants found in stormwater runoff. The contaminated water,
carrying pathogens and harmful bacteria, can also be a source of water-borne
illness. - NEEFUSA.ORG

A crane works to clear
debris from a boom

near the mouth of the
Los Angeles River in
Long Beach, CA, on

Tuesday, January 17,
2023.



*Most ocean pollution begins on land.
When large tracts of land are plowed, the exposed soil can erode during
rainstorms. Much of this runoff flows to the sea, carrying with it agricultural
fertilizers and pesticides. Eighty percent of pollution to the marine
environment comes from the land.   Jan 20, 2023 NOAA

*Runoff is a major source of water pollution. As the water runs along a surface,
it picks up litter, petroleum, chemicals, fertilizers, and other toxic substances.
From California to New Jersey, beaches in the U.S. are regularly closed after
heavy rainfall because of runoff that includes sewage and medical waste.  Oct
21, 2022 - National Geographic Society

*The Santa Ana River funnels water (and therefore trash) from communities
stretched over 2,700 square miles, from the mountains to the sea. The San
Gabriel River to the north receives drainage from 689 square miles of eastern
Los Angeles County and releases into the ocean at the border of Long Beach
and Seal Beach. To the south, the San Juan Creek flows toward Doheny State
Beach. - Orange County Register

*The world's sewage has to go somewhere, and unfortunately 80% of the
sewage produced by the global population makes its way into the world's
oceans untreated.Dec 14, 2021 - Geographyrealm.com



  Not only are we susceptible to rain water runoff it seems in recent years the
Los Angeles/Long Beach area and surrounding beaches have fallen victim to
human error as well...

*42 million gallons of sewage entered L.A. waterways in past 15 years
More than half of the total was spilled in 2021 alone, in large part because of
two major breakdowns 15 miles apart in Carson and the LA coast - Daily
Breeze

*Though little talked about, our species has a monumental problem disposing
of its human waste. A recent modeling study finds that wastewater adds
around 6.2 million tons of nitrogen to coastal waters worldwide per year,
contributing significantly to harmful algal blooms, eutrophication and ocean
dead zones. Jan 11, 2022 - NOAA

*In all that litter, there is one item more common than any other: cigarette
butts. Cigarette butts are a pervasive, long-lasting, and a toxic form of marine
debris. Jan 20, 2023 - NOAA

On a side note here's one fact that I never really gave much thought until I read
it...

*Cruise ships release more than a billion gallons of sewage that is dumped into
the ocean annually. This sewage is not only full of human waste, but also
chemicals, pharmaceuticals, bacteria, viruses, heavy metals, and hazardous
waste. Mar 14, 2022 - NOAA 

If you are a boat owner heading out after a rain storm there are things you
should be aware of as well.  Floating debris, such as driftwood is probably the
most dangerous and costly to you.



Driftwood comes in all shapes and sizes and it's sole purpose out on the water
is to wreak havoc  to your boat if you happen to hit a piece.  Expect scratches,
dents, cracks and holes in your fiberglass, damaged lower units, bent shafts
and damaged propellers.  Depending on your location and the extent of the
damage there is a very real possibility of becoming "Dead in the water." 

    Not only does driftwood play a hazard in the waterways after a storm. 
 Floating kelp, plastic bags and even articles of clothing can find their way into
your prop and leave you stranded.

Below - Someone learning a very important
lesson about floating raincoats!



Thankfully, people today are more aware about the impact that raw sewage,
pollution, and trash play in the  cleanliness of our oceans. They've become very
aware of how water runoff from storms carries vast amounts of chemicals and
other harmful pollutants down the waterways into the ocean in vast quantities.

     These days we are very fortunate to have water treatment plants such as the
Hyperion water treatment plant and a huge solar powered trash collector at
the mouth of the Ballona Creek in Playa Del Rey called Interceptor 007 created
by Ocean Cleanup.  Both are different ways of cleaning water.  The Hyperion
water treatment plant cleans an estimated 250 million US gallons a day where
some of that  ends up back in the ocean.  Interceptor 007  collected 35,000
pounds of trash the first day after the first rainfall of the year and is projected
to collect approximately 30 - 50 tons of garbage annually. 

When we actually put into perspective just how much these numbers  are
representing.  It's staggering at the amount of chemicals, trash and pollution
that ends up in our waterways.



*As the storms battered the region recently, Los Angeles County deployed its
solar-powered “trash catcher,” the Ballona Creek Trash Interceptor 007. Since
its launch in October, the device deployed at the mouth of the creek in Playa
del Rey has stopped more than 42.5 tons of trash from reaching the ocean,
according to the Los Angeles County Public Works Department. - OC REGISTER

So going back to our original question..."Is the reward really worth the possible
risks?"

    In the end that's something you'll have to decide.  Heading offshore after the
rainfall would not be so bad.  On the other hand though if you decided you
wanted to do some lobster hunting in the local coastal waters after the rain. 
 You might want to think twice.  There's approximately 70,000 homeless people
in the Los Angeles river system and around 3,000 in the Santa Ana River
system that use the rivers as a place to go to the bathroom.....on average 3
times a day!   

Is this how the "Brown Triangle" got it's nickname???

*A few hours after a major precipitation event, the ocean water becomes a
paradise for E. coli (Escherichia coli), amoeba, protozoa, and other pathogens.
- Surfertoday.com

    I hope we all take into consideration the possible risks we are choosing when
we decide to head out and jump in the water after a big rainstorm.  Sometimes
that quick break in the weather is the only open window where conditions are
favorable and I know especially during this time that we've only got a short
period of time to take advantage of what comes our way!  As I close this article
out there's another rainstorm on it's way.  The conditions are crap but the last
time I was in the water I saw plenty that made me want to come back sooner
than later...I just might have to throw caution to the wind to show the reward
was worth the risk!

Stay safe, stay healthy and dive safe!

Jacob Seto



NEWNEW
MEMBERSMEMBERS

Let's welcome our newest members into the Long
Beach Neptunes!

Mike Wells



Lauren Renteria



I just want to Apologize to Terry Mas and Paul Major.  In my haste in putting
together last months newsletter I misplaced both of their articles on Don Paul
Gaboury and they were not included.  They can be found below.  

I've known Don since the ‘70s. Don would often to
come to the Charlie Sturgill pole spear meets that we

staged over at Charlie's house and partake in the
activities. We would always compare notes on

speargun manufacturing and current things that we
were developing while spearfishing competitions. He
was always a lot of fun and a great technician. Super

knowledgeable, mechanical, aptitude as well. He
would always give technical advice on engine

rebuilding, motor tune-ups before our long road trips
down to Baja. He would also give us input when we

were looking for stories to publish in the newsletter. 
 He touched so many of us in so many ways. Don, buddy,

you are greatly missed.
 Fellow Neptune 

Paul Major

In 1988 a film producer in Seattle Lazlo Pal teamed with the now 

famous underwater photographer Rick Rosenthal to make a film for 

PBS. I was lucky to have been chosen to represent spearos. We 

selected Tahiti as one location, and when asked by the producer, I 

readily suggested Don Paul join us. Don is well spoken, and had 

the flair Laszlo was looking for. The hour long piece, Blue Water 

Hunters eventually aired on PBS and was viewed by millions. Don 

was a great companion and we dove together later during our 

California blue water hunts. I was deeply honored when Don 

suggested that I join the club. At the time, the club did not 

think much of competitive diving—"points for perch"—but Don 

wrangled the members in line and I was admitted even though I

was a competitive diver. I am grateful for his endorsement. At the 

December meeting, Don found me and enthusiastically shared his 

last few years and how well his life was going, his work and how 

well his children were doing. I'll miss his unbridled enthusiasm 

and love of life.

Terry Maas



IVAN SANCHEZ AND MIKEIVAN SANCHEZ AND MIKE
MARSH CLOSING OUT THEMARSH CLOSING OUT THE
LOBSTER SEASON WITHLOBSTER SEASON WITH

LIMITS!LIMITS!




HOBIEHOBIE
WITH AWITH A
SET OFSET OF
TWINS!TWINS!

HOW DIDHOW DID
YOURYOUR

LOBSTERLOBSTER
SEASONSEASON
GO???GO???



LONG BEACH
NEPTUNES
AUCTION!!!

LONG BEACH
NEPTUNES
AUCTION!!!




WEDNESDAY APRIL 5TH

ME N ED'S PIZZA  PARLOR LAKEWOOD, CA

7:00PM









***EARLY ARRIVAL SUGGESTED

5 DAYS AWAY!!!5 DAYS AWAY!!!






The Kirk McNulty White Sea Bass Spearfishing Classic was started to create a
legacy for Kirk McNulty (1984-2014), who passed away of an opiate overdose.
Kirk was a world class waterman, surfer, brother and son who was inspired by
everything ocean. Kirk was an avid free diver and enjoyed everything ocean. He
spent time in the world’s oceans, but specifically loved hunting white sea bass.
He also cared deeply about the fish and the environment he was diving in. Kirk
always felt his healthiest while in, on or near the water.

Through the Kirk McNulty White Sea Bass Spearfishing Classic, Oceans Global
donates proceeds to Hubbs-SeaWorld Research Institute and/or its affiliated
grow-out locations. The tournament registration fee of $29.20 will assist in the
release of two juvenile White Seabass. According to Hubbs-Seaworld Research
Institute, the estimated average cost to raise, tag, and release a WSB is $14.60.
This does not include costs associated with volunteer time, the costs to
maintain their systems, and additional funds (grants and donations) that we
receive in support of the program or to conduct related research.
Oceans Global looks to educate the recreational spearfishing community about
Hubbs-SeaWorld Research Institute (HSWRI) efforts to raise, tag, and release
white sea bass into the wild. Through a network of drop-off locations, spearos
can donate their catch’s head to HSWRI to be scanned for tags. Thus far, one
fish has contained a tag yielding HSWRI valuable information.

https://www.instagram.com/kirkmcnultyspearfishingclassic/






Registration link through Instagram

10 ANNUAL KIRK MCNULTY WHITE10 ANNUAL KIRK MCNULTY WHITE10 ANNUAL KIRK MCNULTY WHITE
SEA BASS SPEARFISHING CLASSICSEA BASS SPEARFISHING CLASSICSEA BASS SPEARFISHING CLASSIC

DON'T FORGET TODON'T FORGET TODON'T FORGET TO
REGISTERREGISTERREGISTER

Direct link to registration  
linktr.ee/kmsc



Every year for the past decade I’ve tried to figure out how I can get to Catalina for the Blue Water
Meet in June. I live in Arizona and my boat is in Mexico, so it’s always difficult. I noticed this year that
several members faced the same problem  and needed a ride to the meet. I’m not sure if it worked
out for them, but there may be a solution next year (2023).     

Juan-Carlos has chartered the Bottom Scratcher for the past two years for dive trips to SBI. These
have been great trips: an outstanding crew, a diesel-powered RIB as a chase boat, limited divers
and a boat that is setup for free divers. Juan asked the skipper/owner, Kevin, if his boat would be
available to charter for next year’s BWM. Kevin sincerely enjoys having Neptunes on board and
immediately agreed to a possible BWM charter. 

Tentatively, we’d leave 22nd Street Landing on Friday at midnight, dive all day Saturday, attend the
weigh-in party that night and return to LA Harbor by 0600, Sunday morning. The chase boat will act
as a water taxi for the beach festivities. Juan won’t be able to organize the BWM charter for next
year and asked me if I’d handle the charter. It was a no-brainer. Of course I would. 
So, the reason for this note is to determine if there is an interest from club members in this charter for
the 2023 BWM. I’m not asking for a commitment; I want to see if we have enough members to fill the
boat (10 to 12, divers). I don’t have a cost yet, but it will be less than the SBI charters. 

If you are interested or have questions, please send me a note at mvgracias45@gmail.com , call me

or text me at (562) 522-8670. 

 
Tom Blandford 

PS it’s nice to have someone else prepare meals and clean the boat. 

BLUE WATER MEET 2023



The Long Beach Neptunes are proudly
supported by the following entities 




