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On the Cover: Long Beach Neptune's Legend Jay Riffe
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Pictured: Long Beach Neptune Ivan Sanchez



Pictured: Long Beach Neptune Jacob Seto



@:cngratulations to Jacsh Visls

Jake landed his first fish with the
spear Sunday August 31%, 2025. A
beautiful 19" Calico Bass. Missed 3

opaleye at point blank range just

before it just to be dramatic. A little
validation after tearing off a good
calico at the recent LB Neptune

campout
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A Spearfishing Saga on the Whiskey Tango

By Del White

With the Esta Bien in dry dock for repairs right at the peak of summer spearfishing, to
say that | was a little depressed was an understatement. That changed when | was
invited to join a trip on Bill Peratt’s Whiskey Tango with a crew of seasoned divers: Bill,
Mike Marsh, Parker Rusack, and Jon McMullen. | had a gut feeling this trip would be
one for the books—Bill and | always seem to strike gold when we dive together, and this
adventure was no exception.

Day 1: Chasing Bluefin and New Nicknames
We shoved off at dawn on Friday, bound for the tuna grounds. The hunt was on for big bluefin
tuna, but all we found were pint-sized fish. Bill refused to dive for what he called “babies,” but
Mike, Parker, Jon, and | weren’t so picky. We plunged into the warm, glassy water, chasing the
“babies” with pleasure, always hoping for some bigger fish in the mix. Parker and | landed two, and
Mike landed one, but Jon wasn’t so lucky—four tear-offs and a string of misses earned him the
nickname “4X.” We razzed him as the sun blazed, and the crew’s laughter echoed across the deck.
The day was a blast, with perfect weather and a vibe that promised more to come.
That night, we anchored in Northwest Harbor. Mike delivered a feast that ended with his legendary
“pie” for dessert. Over plates piled high and a few cold drinks, we swapped stories and jokes late
into the night, the stars above mirroring the glow of our camaraderiﬁ.




Day 2: Redemption and Seabass Glory .
Saturday morning, we shifted gears and stayed at San Clemente Island (SCl); Jon was
determined to shake off his 4X curse, and boy, did he deliver. He speared four yellowtail, trying
to change the context for his new nickname. Maybe we will change it to 4x4.Meanwhile, Mike,
Parker, and | targeted white seabass. Mike landed a nice fish at 50 pounds, I'Fcored a
respectable 40-pounder, and Parker brought in a 30-pound fish. |
As we cruised down the front side of SCI, we swapped our gear for tuna guns a{nd made a
beeline for the Mackerel Bank. Tuna hunting is a team sport, and after Friday’s ﬂgrac,tlce, we
were a well-oiled machine. Jon and | were on deck when Bill spotted a commotioﬁ; in the water
—birds diving, surface rippling. With the precision of a seasoned captain, Bill nipneuyered
Whiskey Tango into position. The sonar lit up, and Bill barked, “Dive!” | was  swim step in
a flash, heart pounding as | descended. The school came into view— not y BFfI' from
Friday, but a school of big, fast-moving tuna. | locked onto one, tracked it; aﬁﬂwy mind,
| was already hoisting it aboard for photos. But the fish was farther than I'd j Jugd
fell short. It didn’t even flinch, just powered on with the school. My exciterent crashed into
frustration, but the thrill of the chase lingered. —
No more BFT showed up, so we returned to the island, working the east end. That night,
anchored in Pyramid, we savored another of Mike’s epic dinners, recounting the day’s triumphs
and misses.

Pictured: Long Beach Neptunes



Pictured: Long Beach Neptunes
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e front side of or the last of the weekend’s magic. We had a
ai , b ut none were landed, but Bill shot a good-sized Bonita for
- - sashimi.
A 1eaded home, the boat buzzed with stories of bluefin, yellowtail, seabass, and the ones
- that got away. Another epic trip etched into the record book—a tale of camaraderie,

redemption, and the endless pull of the sea.




Razor Clams Warning still in effect
. s By DFW

MARINENEWS

The following safety notification is from the California Department of Public Health:
CDPH Lifts Warning for Some Sport-Harvested Bivalve Shellfish from Humboldt County
The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) has lifted the shellfish and seafood safety
notification today related to certain sport-harvested bivalve shellfish from Humboldt County.
The warning no longer applies to scallops, oysters and clams (except for razor clams). An
advisory for razor clams in Humboldt County remains in effect.

The safety notification for Humboldt County was issued on September 9, 2025, due to
dangerous levels of domoic acid in mussels. This naturally occurring toxin can cause illness or
death in humans. Recent testing shows domoic acid has decreased to safe levels in shellfish
other than razor clams in this area.

A warning against eating sport-harvested razor clams from Humboldt County remains in effect
as razor clams are at high risk for long-term elevated levels of domoic acid. Dangerous levels of
naturally occurring domoic acid, also referred to as amnesic shellfish poisoning, have been
detected in the razor clams. Razor clams are known to retain domoic acid toxin in their meat and

tissues much longer than other species of bivalve shellfish.

The annual mussel quarantine also remains in effect, which means that while scallops, oysters,
and most types of clams can be harvested from Humboldt County, mussels remain under
quarantine. The annual quarantine prohibits the sport-harvest of mussels for human
consumption and applies to all species of mussels harvested along the California coast, as well
as all bays and estuaries, and will continue through at least October 31.

This warning does not apply to commercially sold mussels, clams, scallops, or oysters from
approved sources. State law permits only state-certified commercial shellfish harvesters or
dealers to sell these products. Shellfish sold by certified harvesters and dealers are subject to
frequent mandatory testing to monitor for toxins.

Symptoms of amnesic shellfish poisoning can occur within 30 minutes to 24 hours after eating
toxic seafood. In mild cases, symptoms may include vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal cramps,
headache, and dizziness. These symptoms disappear within several days. In severe cases, the
victim may experience trouble breathing, confusion, disorientation, cardiovascular instability,
seizures, excessive bronchial secretions, permanent loss of short-term memory, coma, or death.
For the most current information on shellfish advisories and quarantines call CDPH's toll-free
Shellfish Information Line at (800) 553-4133 or view the recreational bivalve shellfish advisory
interactive map. For additional information, please visit the CDPH Marine Biotoxin Monitoring
web page.
: The original press release from CDPH is posted here.
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https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cdph.ca.gov%2FPrograms%2FOPA%2FPages%2FSN25-021.aspx%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01010199c5b06a4b-d187fadf-88c3-4497-a83e-f6d36b707fb8-000000/9dFOEtVUtuoguWZT0fHfKnPOVdLLYc0s3dUf-FaRXb4=426
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cdph.ca.gov%2FPrograms%2FOPA%2FPages%2FSN24-003.aspx%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01010199c5b06a4b-d187fadf-88c3-4497-a83e-f6d36b707fb8-000000/iLtcTvTVS2i368jSqAf62n_6N3tGUpXgoTvGf8rDWwY=426
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cdph.ca.gov%2FPrograms%2FOPA%2FPages%2FSN25-006.aspx%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01010199c5b06a4b-d187fadf-88c3-4497-a83e-f6d36b707fb8-000000/oscyL-o-9lvKDZf4caWsAEEI70WkD-p09V31r0p10VE=426
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fexperience.arcgis.com%2Fexperience%2F394836318cfe4f7494e1c09097a43559%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01010199c5b06a4b-d187fadf-88c3-4497-a83e-f6d36b707fb8-000000/R2bV45bfXTRqBn1Mg8FuXHaDh8rLHOx7G9Q9We3oHLI=426
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fexperience.arcgis.com%2Fexperience%2F394836318cfe4f7494e1c09097a43559%2F%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01010199c5b06a4b-d187fadf-88c3-4497-a83e-f6d36b707fb8-000000/R2bV45bfXTRqBn1Mg8FuXHaDh8rLHOx7G9Q9We3oHLI=426
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cdph.ca.gov%2FPrograms%2FCEH%2FDRSEM%2FPages%2FEMB%2FShellfish%2FMarine-Biotoxin-Monitoring-Program.aspx%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01010199c5b06a4b-d187fadf-88c3-4497-a83e-f6d36b707fb8-000000/em12B7LABzeA19vZrv5Kh2SLbeJ0ClZTmP9Xgu_7NDE=426
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cdph.ca.gov%2FPrograms%2FCEH%2FDRSEM%2FPages%2FEMB%2FShellfish%2FMarine-Biotoxin-Monitoring-Program.aspx%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/01010199c5b06a4b-d187fadf-88c3-4497-a83e-f6d36b707fb8-000000/em12B7LABzeA19vZrv5Kh2SLbeJ0ClZTmP9Xgu_7NDE=426
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.cdph.ca.gov%2FPrograms%2FOPA%2FPages%2FSN25-024.aspx%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/2/01010199c5b06a4b-d187fadf-88c3-4497-a83e-f6d36b707fb8-000000/PunV8D0LzY6yaqioQcL6xAIVxBuqW812ZvLmPGWXdPc=426
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https://laurenknowsinsurance.com/
https://www.spearamerica.com/
https://www.palapasventana.com/
https://www.visitcatalinaisland.com/
https://salvimar.com/?openPage
https://bigbluedivelights.com/
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https://neptonics.com/
https://pacificwilderness.com/
https://www.koahspearguns.com/
https://www.houseofscuba.com/
https://bluetunaspearfishing.com/
https://speargun.com/
https://www.spearamerica.com/collections/mori?srsltid=AfmBOor2VKQ5b2fkXP6qcvYPAhKzd9Vc0jRYLlsHRqqQj0a3MBav0ATH
https://makospearguns.com/
https://yazbeck.com/
https://indepthexpeditions.com/
https://longlifeahead.com/
https://www.atomicaquatics.com/
https://jblspearguns.com/
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https://www.abachar.com/
https://katinusa.com/
https://argosgear.com/
https://mutinydiveco.com/
https://www.florencemarinex.com/
https://www.salty-crew.com/
https://dwspearguns.com/
https://www.instagram.com/fussaki/
https://www.stahlsac.com/
https://www.electriccalifornia.com/
https://www.oceanammo.com/
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