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FISH STANDINGSFISH STANDINGS

CALIFORNIA

Calico Bass - Dennis Emeterio                   
White Seabass - Richard Cunningham

Yellowtail - Jeff Bilhorn                       
Halibut - Lauren Renteria                          
Sheephead                                 
Bonito                               
Barracuda              
Dorado                      
Bluefin Tuna - Juan-Carlos Aguilar                  
Lobster                              

OUT OF STATE/COUNTRY AWARDS

Yellowfin Tuna   
Reef Fish (Broomtail Grouper)  
Pelagic, non-tuna (Striper Marlin) 
    
Kent McIntyre Award - Richard Cunningham         
Perpetual Big Fish Trophy - Juan-Carlos Aguilar   

CALIFORNIA
Calico Bass - Dennis Emeterio                   
White Seabass - Richard Cunningham
Yellowtail - Jeff Bilhorn                       
Halibut - Lauren Renteria                          
Sheephead                                 
Bonito                               
Barracuda              
Dorado                      
Bluefin Tuna - Juan-Carlos Aguilar                  
Lobster                              

OUT OF STATE/COUNTRY AWARDS
Yellowfin Tuna   
Reef Fish (Broomtail Grouper)  
Pelagic, non-tuna (Striper Marlin) 
    
Kent McIntyre Award - Richard Cunningham         
Perpetual Big Fish Trophy - Juan-Carlos Aguilar   

Open

Open

Open

   114.5 lb 
168.75 lb

Open
Open
Open

   114.5 lb 
168.75 lb

9 lb
80 lb

    40.25 lb 
41.3 lb
Open

Open

Open 
Open

    168.75 lb
Open

9 lb
80 lb

    40.25 lb 
41.3 lb
Open
Open
Open 
Open

    168.75 lb
Open



4

 Juan demonstrated that when he became
a key contact on the island for Blue Water
meets and repeatedly did more work at
those meets than most of the members…

tentative or full. That was BEFORE he was a
member, before he was a tentative and
before he had decided  to become a
Neptune. He did it to help out. Nothing

more, nothing less. He saw where he could
make a difference and he stepped up.
Character matters. It one of the main

reasons I am so honored to count Juan as
my friend and one of the main reasons I am

so happy to see that he was able to
achieve such a prestigious award as King

Neptune.

Louis Rosales

So….Juan Aguilar is now a member of the
esteemed King Neptune Club!

Congratulations Juan! Am I surprised? No.
I had the distinct honor of being Juan’s
sponsor several years ago and I know

that he has been a top diver for the club
and second to none as a representative

of our sport. He is more than deserving of
the King Neptune award, but there is one
other thing that I want to point out about

Juan: There are very few people that
have his character as a person. For me,
the one thing that stood out above all

others when I first got to know him is his
generosity with his time. He is the rare

type of person that is willing to go out of
his way help others and expect nothing in

return.
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Seven days ago, I made my first tuna trip of the
year. I received a report that they were in
range and decided to pull the trigger and

bring my boat around the East end of Catalina
in search of the elusive Bluefin Tuna.We had

high hopes and eventually found the fish after
running nearly 50 miles. Unfortunately, this was
not to be our day. The fish were very boat shy,

and even more diver shy. I managed to see two
monsters through the 20-foot visibility which
disappeared the instant they saw me. They
were big and didn’t want to play with me.
Eventually we grew tired, frustrated and

disheartened so we pulled the plug on our
hopes of landing tuna. We motored back to a
familiar high spot, spotting jumping tuna the
whole way.  Upon arrival, I dropped in my
buddies, only to have them miss a shot at a

school of yellowtail. We checked a kelp bed in
hopes of a white seabass, but had to settle for
the tiniest yellowtail, shot by yours truly. I had

my tuna gun in hand and managed to secure a
holding shot right underneath its eyeball. Good
thing I had my trusty Ulusub 175, otherwise I may

not have landed this behemoth. Fun fact, my
Ulusub has a big reel, which I used to land this

thing… it matters later in the story.
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Cut to a week later. 
I had been watching the reports all week and made the
call to take another stab at the tuna. The fish had moved

even closer, and we departed Cat Harbor with sleepy
enthusiasm at the crack of dawn. My buddies were Shane
Machado and Greg Brule. As I was fiddling around with

my gear, I heard the boys call out “TUNA!” I was nowhere
near ready. I scrambled to get suited and geared up. I
loaded the gun as we motored closer to the fish, and
began to fumble with my GoPro when I heard them

scream “They’re right next to the boat!” I said screw the
camera and flopped into the water. I swam only a few

yards when the guys yelled “DIVE DIVE DIVE!!!” 
I looked down and saw the silvery backs of the school
zipping below. I punched a dive and was greeted by a

vortex of massive fish swirling around me. I smoothly
extended the Ulusub and began to track fish moving from
left to right. I picked one that looked like it would be an

easy shot. I pulled the trigger and watched my shaft strike
the fish mid body high on its back.It vanished into the

depths instantly.Suddenly I felt the Ulusub pulling along
into the abyss, the reel was screaming! CRAP! It was still

attached to the shooting cable! This was going to
complicate things. I popped up with a loud

“YEEEAAAHHH!!!”
I began to gain on the bungee quickly at first, but as the

fish got closer to the surface, it turned on the afterburners.
I would struggle to gain a few inches only to lose a few

feet moments later. This was a fight! It took me nearly 30
minutes to finally attach a second float to the shooting
line and call for the backup gun. I loaded my 59” MAN
midhandle and punched a dive, securing the fish with a

solid headshot. Pulling it up to the surface, I finally
realized the size of the fish. Initially I thought it was in the
100 lb range… not so much. This was by far the biggest

thing I had ever managed to shoot. I handed it off to the
boys in the boat and was soon cheering so loud I must’ve

been heard for miles around. 
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After a couple quick pictures, bagging up the fish, cleaning the deck, replacing a bent shaft, rerigging
and reloading the gun, it was Shane’s turn. We spotted the birds about a mile away, and soon he was
taking a dive into a charging, foaming mass of tuna mixed with sea lions and a fin whale.He popped
up as we saw his float skipping across the surface. FISH ON!He had a heck of a fight, but in the end,

he was the victor. A second fish onboard, we changed gears to trying to land one for Greg. He
brought a couple reels and some live bait which didn’t work at all. We tried trolling a daisy chain with
measured success. We had three hook ups, only to have them come off a few moments later.We gave

it a valiant effort but were unable to secure a third fish for our comrade. 
Both fish were onboard by 9:30 AM. 

We cracked some cold ones and made for the harbor at 2 pm. Now the fun part: cleaning up! We
packed two trucks worth of gear back to my house and grabbed the Club scale for a certified

weight. Shane’s fish went 110.3 lbs, his personal best. My fish came in a bit bigger at 168.75 lbs., a new
best for me as well. What an epic day on the water.
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Long Beach Neptune’s Summer BBQ and Campout

Join Us for Long Beach Neptune’s Summer BBQ & Campout at Catalina!
Get ready for an unforgettable weekend of spearfishing, camping, and camaraderie at the
Long Beach Neptune’s Summer BBQ and Family Campout! Following our successful Blue

Water Meet, we’re thrilled to host this family-friendly event on Friday, August 8, and Saturday,
August 9, 2025, at the scenic Brisa Group Campsite on Catalina Island. Whether you’re

camping or mooring/anchoring, this is the perfect opportunity for members, families, and
friends to connect!

 
Event Highlights

Dates: Friday, August 8, and Saturday, August 9, 2025 (campers check out by 11 AM Sunday,
August 10).

Location: Brisa Group Campsite, offering camping, mooring, or anchoring options (camping
limited to 30 adults).

Community Dinners Friday and Saturday: Club-provided sides, beer, soda, water, plates, and
napkins. Attendees bring the protein—spearfished fish is the star (we are a spearfishing club),

but chicken or steak is allowed if you can get a fish .  Hot dogs will be available for kids.
Saturday Night Ceviche Contest: Bring your best ceviche for a chance to win prizes and

bragging rights! We’ll provide chips, a voting system, and awards for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. 
Spearfishing Contest for Kids (14 and under contest)  

Costs and Meals
Cost: $35 per adult per night (covers camping and/or dinner). Kids attend free for camping or

dinners.
Meals: Breakfast and lunch are on your own. Dinners on Friday and Saturday are open to all

registered attendees (campers and non-campers).
How to Register

Spaces are limited, especially for camping (30 adults max), so register ASAP to secure your
place! Registration closes on August 7, 2025, but early sign-ups help us plan more effectively.

Use this link to register:

Register Now on Eventbrite

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/lbn-bbq-and-campout-tickets-1220264677499?aff=oddtdtcreator


9

Long Beach Neptune’s Summer BBQ and Campout

Ticket Options:
Campout (includes dinners): Select number of adults.

Friday Dinner Only (non-camping): Select number of adults.
Saturday Dinner Only (non-camping): Select the number of adults.

Kids Friday (camping or dinner): Select number of children.
Kids Saturday (camping or dinner): Select number of children.

 
What to Know

Camping Details: The Brisa Group Campsite offers basic amenities (restrooms, fire pits).
Mooring/anchoring may have separate fees—contact us for details.

What to Bring: Your protein for dinners, ceviche contest ingredients, and camping gear if
staying overnight.

Stay Updated: More details will be shared in July. Follow our updates or reach out to the LBN
Board with questions!

Don’t miss this chance to dive, dine, and unwind with the Long Beach Neptune community!
Register today and let’s make this Catalina adventure legendary.

 
How to Pay:

$35 per adult per night can be paid via Zelle to LBNeptunes@yahoo.com, deposit to business
checking …5744). Please include “LBN CAMPOUT”

In the note/comment field. Please direct all questions to: LBNeptunes@yahoo.com
 

Cheers,
Long Beach Neptune Board

cont’
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The fishing may be slow and the ocean far away but
you still can’t keep Jeff Benedict out of the water

Great photo Jeff,  we sense a new category in the fish
standings    
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LBN Club GOLD SponsersLBN Club GOLD Sponsers
Be sure to visit our sponsor links

by clicking their logo

https://laurenknowsinsurance.com/
https://www.spearamerica.com/
https://www.palapasventana.com/
https://www.visitcatalinaisland.com/
https://salvimar.com/?openPage
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https://neptonics.com/
https://pacificwilderness.com/
https://www.koahspearguns.com/
https://www.houseofscuba.com/
https://bluetunaspearfishing.com/
https://speargun.com/
https://www.spearamerica.com/collections/mori?srsltid=AfmBOor2VKQ5b2fkXP6qcvYPAhKzd9Vc0jRYLlsHRqqQj0a3MBav0ATH
https://makospearguns.com/
https://yazbeck.com/
https://indepthexpeditions.com/
https://longlifeahead.com/
https://www.atomicaquatics.com/
https://jblspearguns.com/
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https://www.abachar.com/
https://katinusa.com/
https://argosgear.com/
https://mutinydiveco.com/
https://www.florencemarinex.com/
https://www.salty-crew.com/
https://dwspearguns.com/
https://www.instagram.com/fussaki/
https://www.stahlsac.com/
https://www.electriccalifornia.com/
https://www.oceanammo.com/
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Tentatives Wanted

Looking to meet more divers like
yourself and join a club? Click the link
to view our site or attend our monthly

LBN meetings. See below for more
info on where we meet

http://www.longbeachneptunes.com/


This month's club meeting will be held IN PERSON,
at 

Me-n-Ed's Pizzeria 
4115 Paramount Blvd, Lakewood, CA

90712 

MONTHLY CLUB MEETING
Aug 6th, 2025, 7:00PM
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