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FISH STANDINGSFISH STANDINGS
CALIFORNIA

Calico Bass - Dennis Emeterio                   
White Seabass - Richard Cunningham

Yellowtail - Jeff Bilhorn                       
Halibut - Lauren Renteria                          
Sheephead                                 
Bonito                               
Barracuda              
Dorado                      
Bluefin Tuna - Juan-Carlos Aguilar                  
Lobster - Michael De Giosa                              

OUT OF STATE/COUNTRY AWARDS

Yellowfin Tuna   
Reef Fish (Bump Head Parrot) - Robert Strohbach  
Pelagic, non-tuna 
Biggest Tuna (Dogtooth) - Steve Parkford
    
Kent McIntyre Award - Richard Cunningham         
Perpetual Big Fish Trophy - Juan-Carlos Aguilar   
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Yeah doggyYeah doggy
by Steve Parkfordby Steve Parkford

So, it was the first day in the coral
sea. My jet lag was virtually

nonexistent. We had driven out about
17 hours and approximately 150 miles

beyond the coast line. We were in
about 100 feet of water on a reef
about 5 miles by 1 mile wide and I
could see the bottom clearly. I had

just come up from a long breath hold
and was still in the first minute of my

recovery when I heard Matty yell
“Steve! Big doggy.” I took three quick

breaths and just started to power
down kicking hard not knowing where

the fish was. About 40 feet down I
spied the two dog tooth tuna

swimming away from me about 30
feet ahead slowly. I angled and

started to close the gap toward the
fish continuing my downward swim.

Pictured: Matty, Long Beach Neptune Steve Parkford and Fathomier Ryan Moore  Pictured: Matty, Long Beach Neptune Steve Parkford and Fathomier Ryan Moore  
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Yeah doggyYeah doggy
by Steve Parkford cont’by Steve Parkford cont’

As I chased the fish I got a few
chances to shoot it from behind as I

was coming and closing the gap. But I
knew that it was a long shot maybe

20 to 25 feet and the goal for
doggies was to stone the fish. Maybe I
could hit the fish but no way a good

shot, this was not going to happen. So,
I stopped chasing, froze my body,
tucked my body in, pulled the gun

back to my side and waited at depth. 

As it turned out it was 65 feet down
and the fish instead of just continuing
away from me turned around to check
out who was chasing it. It completely
turned around and closed the gap

between us to about 15 to 18 feet with
a broad side view. I took a shot right
behind the gill plate for a stone shot,
the fish shuttered like maybe I stoned
it but then took off like a bolt. I turned

immediately to head up as I knew I
was way out of breath and I hadn’t
been fully prepared for this depth

and the sprinted effort I made to the
fish

Pictured: Long Beach Neptunes Steve Parkford and Robert Strohbach Pictured: Long Beach Neptunes Steve Parkford and Robert Strohbach 
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Yeah doggyYeah doggy
by Steve Parkford cont’by Steve Parkford cont’

I headed up with the Mori gun I had
borrowed from Eric for the trip. I saw
both my three atmosphere floats race
by me down to depth like nothing I'd
ever seen before even with bluefin or
yellowfin tuna. As I came up, I felt it

might be a close call to make to
surface so I let go of the Mori gun at
about 30 feet from the surface and
breast stroked slowly up. As I hit the
surface, Ryan of Spear America and
one of the guides grabbed my chin
keeping me above water. Although I
didn’t black out it was nice to know
Ryan and others were watching me
ascend.  Matty who had called out

the fish in the first place was sprinting
full speed towards the direction of the
submerged and  racing away floats.

Pictured: Long Beach Neptunes Robert Strohbach and Steve Parkford Pictured: Long Beach Neptunes Robert Strohbach and Steve Parkford 
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Yeah doggyYeah doggy
by Steve Parkford cont’by Steve Parkford cont’

This was the first day of diving in coral sea and the old man, me, got the first
big fish. For about two days I was a hero.

The gun floated up, grabbed it and began kicking hard towards the floats now on
the surface.  In about 100 yards I got there and was just in time to help pull the fish
up and then to the boat. We weighed it back at the mother ship but the scale was
not trustworthy giving different readings that didn't make sense. So, Robert pulled

out his tape measure and taped the fish using the tuna formula. We calculated it to
be 113.7 lbs. Subsequently we taped every large fish and weighed them as well

finding the taped approach was within 2% of the scaled weight.
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Parcel Seafood Address:
15583 Brookhurst St.

Westminster, CA 92683
Don’t forget to RSVP. Please check your

emails
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https://laurenknowsinsurance.com/
https://www.spearamerica.com/
https://www.palapasventana.com/
https://www.visitcatalinaisland.com/
https://salvimar.com/?openPage
https://bigbluedivelights.com/
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https://neptonics.com/
https://pacificwilderness.com/
https://www.koahspearguns.com/
https://www.houseofscuba.com/
https://bluetunaspearfishing.com/
https://speargun.com/
https://www.spearamerica.com/collections/mori?srsltid=AfmBOor2VKQ5b2fkXP6qcvYPAhKzd9Vc0jRYLlsHRqqQj0a3MBav0ATH
https://makospearguns.com/
https://yazbeck.com/
https://indepthexpeditions.com/
https://longlifeahead.com/
https://www.atomicaquatics.com/
https://jblspearguns.com/
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https://www.abachar.com/
https://katinusa.com/
https://argosgear.com/
https://mutinydiveco.com/
https://www.florencemarinex.com/
https://www.salty-crew.com/
https://dwspearguns.com/
https://www.instagram.com/fussaki/
https://www.stahlsac.com/
https://www.electriccalifornia.com/
https://www.oceanammo.com/

