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Craig Bond
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Recording Secretary
Chris Yates
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chrisryates@yahoo.com

Club Historian
Paul Byrd
949-500-1459
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Conservation Liaison
Terry Maas
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FISH STANDINGS

The Trident is the official newsletter of
the Long Beach Neptunes, a non-profit
organization. The Trident is published
monthly and is provided free of charge
to the members of the Long Beach
Neptunes and associates.

The Long Beach Neptunes would like to
thank the following members for their
work in obtaining our 501(c)(7) non-
profit organization status:

Chris Yates, Taylor Yates and Jacob Seto

2024 CALENDAR

May 1, 2024 Monthly Meeting

CALIFORNIA
Calico Derby

Calico Bass -
White Seabass -
Yellowtail -
Halibut -
Sheephead
Bonito
Barracuda
Dorado

Bluefin Tuna -

Lobster

Jeff Benedict
Jeff Benedict

Dr lvan Sanchez

OUT OF STATE/COUNTRY AWARDS

Yellowfin Tuna
Reef Fish

Pelagic, non-tuna -
Kent MclIntyre Award
Perpetual Big Fish Trophy

April 3, 2024 - Monthly Meeting and
Annual Auction

7.0 |bs
7.0 lbs

June 8, 2024 - 61st Bluewater Met7
Open

October 12, 2024 - Annual Fall

Classic

Open
Open
Open
Open
Open _
opén
Open
7.3 lbs

Open
Open
Open
Open

Open




MONTHLY CLUB MEETING
May 1, 2024, /:00PM

This month's club meeting will be held IN PERSON,
at

Me-n-Ed's Pizzeria
4115 Paramount Blvd, Lakewood, CA
90712




Big Fish Awards Night

2023 Winners

Calico Bass - Todd Farquhar
White Seabass - Paul Zylstra
Yellowtail - Paul Zylstra

Halibut - Jacob Seto

d Bluefin Tuna - Juan Carlos Aguilar

- Lobster Hobie Ladd

OUT OF STATE/COUNTRY AWARDS

Pelagic, non-tuna - Mike Marsh

Kent Mcintyre Award - Paul Zylstra




Petitions to the Fish and Game
Commission

By Dr. Terry Maas

v .
" Fellow divers,

While the Commission can receive petitions to change rules, including adding or subtracting
from MPAs, it is this 10-year review, mandated by the Marine Life Protection Act, that has caused
some organizations to propose changes. Since September of last year, nearly 30 petitions have

been sent. Except for few exceptions (fishermen proposing the take of pelagic fish at the
Channel Islands—Footprint, Gull Island, and Santa Barbara Island), most are either more
restrictive, for example changing limited take zones to no-take, or expansions of current no-take
MPAs, and in several cases creating new MPAs.

These changes have flown under the radar. However, a group in Santa Cruz has woken us up to
the problem. A grassroots fishing advocacy group Allwaters has started organizing. I attended a
meeting of over 50 concerned fishermen/divers about the proposed changes to their area—
expanding the Natural Bridges MPA from shore to 3 miles and making an entirely new MPA at
Pleasure Point. Led by Chris Killen, the meeting featured an address and a question period from
the Department Fish and Game Vice President Erika Zavaleta.



Petition (cont’d)

The Ca Fish and Game commissions has 5 members, appointed by the Governor with
varying 6-yr terms. Their mission broadly encompasses issues related to Fishing and
Hunting in California and is responsible for receiving petitions to changes in MPAs. | found
Commissioner Zavaleta to be a breath of fresh air. Erika is a professor at the University of
Santa Cruz specializing in marine ecology. She fully understands that there are many
ways to achieve the goals of the MLPA and that judicial fisheries management is a top
priority—as opposed to the blunt tool of “NO FISHING” that was crammed down our
throat during the original MLPA process. The Commission (6 members) works closely with
the Ca Dept. of Fish and Wildlife (3,000 + employees.) The Commission passes petitions
for input from the Department as to the science and the enforcement of proposed
changes.

The Allwaters campaign in Santa Cruz is an incredible example of how community
involvement can quickly change the dynamic. Initially, all local officials expressed their
support for the two MPAs involved. After extensive lobbying by local sportsmen, the mayor,
city council, county commissioners and a congressperson all reversed their votes in favor
of voting against the new MPA proposals.

Here are some of the takeaways from her informative presentation.

« This 10-year review of the MPAs will not be a rewrite of the plan, nor will it allow
significant changes. One of the reasons given is that at 10 years, simply not enough is
known about the efficacy of the program to recommend large changes.

* The original MLPA took 2 years and 40 million. The commission is reluctant to re-open
this process as a free-for-alll.

o She found it interesting that the most draconiafifpropesal(s) containing changes to
Santa Cruz, Point Loma, Pt. Dume, Gulldsl@nd, and Pt. Conception relied upon the
preservation of persistent kelp. Shé questioned if these areas already have excellent
kelp beds—and they currently allow fishing—how will “protecting” them by enforcing
no fishing help? The proposal dies from its own logic. We should be opening up
more areas because much of the most lush kelp is in areas where fishing is
allowed. Now, the focus is more on warm water events and runoff pollution as the
main culprits for kelp decreases.

« This will be a slow deliberative process taking months to a year or more.

« Commission members read every letter submitted.

 While petitions are useful, individual letters from concerned groups are better.

* Insist on a thorough scientific review of any proposal.



Petition (cont’d)

The proposals can be found at: https: //nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?
DocumentID=218156&inline
As this document contains almost 1,200 pages, | found it best to keep returning to the first
pages for links to the proposals further down the document.

SUMMARY OF PETITIONS (Note, this is not a complete list, and you should research for
yourself the details)

2023-33MPA The most impactful petition and seeks to preserve kelp by making, or
expanding restrictive MPAs at San Diego—Pt. Loma, Malibu—Pt. Dume, Channel Islands—
South Point and Gull Island, and Santa Curz—Natural Bridges and Pleasure Point.

2023-15MPA This proposal will allow the take of pelagic fish in the Gull Island, Footprint
and Santa Barbara Island marine reserves.

2023-24MPA Proposes converting the Laguna Beach reserve to no-take.
2023-32MPA Expands Duxbury reef MPA and converts to no-take.

2023-32MPA Turns Pt. Buchon MPA into a no-take and permits spearfishing only within
the Farsnworth MPA.

At the Fish and Game Commission meeting this month, it was decided to make a review
plan for each of the proposals, which indicatestolfne again that they are in no rush to
change hestatus quo.

Here is an excellent review from Back Country Hunters:
https: //assets.nationbuilder.com /backcountryhunters /pages /14850 /attachments/
original /1706832674 /MPA_Petition_Comments_for_FG_Commission_Feb2024.pdf?
1706832674

Regarding 30/30 where California should have 30% of its area protected by 2030.
According to the commissioner, we may have already met this goal, and she feels this is
not a significant threat to further fishing restrictions.



Diving for a Cause

New Zealand ‘24

’,’ By Dr. Terry Maas

After 10+ years joining the Diving fo___r_gﬁgam there have been changes,
among them the new status of Wiite Island, which tragically erupted sulfurous
gas killing tourists on the island, and the increase in number and
aggressiveness of the bronze whaler sharks.

While hunting near the island, where an occasional whiff of sulfurous gas is not
unexpected, | was hunting the shallows because the stiff current and poor viz.
did not allow us to maintain position over deeper areas. The current was
running strong when | spotted a Kingie (N.Z. yellowtail) snaking along the
bottom in 40 feet. As it swam up current, | tried a desperation croaking in my
throat, which caused the 50-plus-pound fish to slow down enough for a shot.



Diving for a Cause (onq)

N.Z. Kingie always head for the bottom and tangle up and rip off the
shaft. We use short trail lines, but if the shot is not perfect, you wind up
fighting with all your energy to keep the fish from contacting the bottom.
This one was headed for a hole about 3-feet below it. Between the
current and the fighting fish, | could make no ground. While | kept the
fish from the hole, | could not make any headway in bringing it up. This
tug-of-war went on for about 2 minutes when | spotted a dreaded, fish-
stealing “bronzie” head for my catch.

| watched helplessly as the shark
made its attack, but unlike other
times, | could watch its deadly
technique it seemed to me like in
slow motion. The first bite was to
the lower tail, where it made
several small adjustments to its
final bite when it suddenly made
an energized twist, taking off /2 of

my_fish. It came in for the second
= A’ce and repeated its patient
- positioning bites until its mouth
was full followed by the full-circle
lunge /twist that took next /4. Now
at least with the fish’s motor gone,
| could bring it up quickly—what
was left. The shark followed my
Kingie up, but typically veered off
and swam away as | brought the
half fish to me.




Diving for a Cause (.nq)

Our guide Joe Burke, an ex-abalone diver
from California, has been living and diving
in N.Z. for 20 years. During that time, he
has noticed a big increase in the number
and aggressiveness of these sharks. Joe is
married to a wonderful Maori Kura, who
has a Phd in fish science. Together they do
fish and habitat restoration for the
community. Together they introduced us
to the Maori community.

As part of program, we take all of our fish—this trip about 250 pounds—and clean and
freeze it for donation to the local Women'’s shelter. We also assemble back packs for
the children who have been displaced from their home due to abuse, mostly from the

male head of the family.

Our biggest fish was 70 pounds. | would recommend joining us one year for this unique

adventure in spearfishing and giving back. /




The Long Beach Neptunes are Pr‘oudly
suPPor'Jred by the Po\lowing entities
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WE'VE GOT YOU UNDER OUR SKIN

G DPIVING FOR A CAUSE.
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