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Connecting and Informing our Neptune

Communiy with:

Safety, Camaraderie, and Club Legacy

August 2017

Summer is in full swing drthe fish are in thick. If you are abl
to make tothe awesome tournaments lined up represent th
Neptunes well. | look forward to more action packed @sri
from the group. Please send me your photos and wups.
There are rivers of tuna flowing, yt boiling, dorado drifting, a
wsb cruising. Get out there and enjoy this amazing year we

being gifted.


http://www.longbeachneptunes.com

Trident August2017

2017 Long Beach Neptunes Board

President

Todd Norell

(562) 3093308
Todd.c.nordl@gmail.com

Vice President

Bruce Dardis

(310) 6251029
Bruce.dardis@verizon.net

Recording Secretary
Jesse Goode

(562) 7042360
Jessebgoode@yahoo.com

Treasurer

Bill Peratt

(310) 9386040
Bill.peratt@aol.com

Tentative Manager
Danny Jones

(562) 6318228
H20apnea@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor

Dave Freeman

(949) 9458930
Dbfreeman.jr@gmail.com

Club Historian
Masahiro Mori
(310) 6288082
Morifish@hotmail.com

Web Master

Brandon Ward

(714) 3211707
Webmaster@longbeachneptunes.com

Conservation Liaison
Terry Maas

(805) 6427856
Tmaas@west.net

Attention Members:

| need your help to make the newsletter a monthly
successNeedingeports, picsandvideosL QY NXEX
happy with this edition and | hope you all enjoy it as mt
aslKl Sz LJX SFasS aSyrR YS O

there have been many more fish to hit the decke

bluewater meet was a great turn out. With the Yellowte
Round Up just around the corner this event is going to

one to clear the calendar for on S€3¥". Cash prize for

GKS FANBG LI OS G4SIHY |yl
glyld G2 YAaa Alde LT &2dz
L SIFasS aidz2L) o0& az2vYySiaAayvys

the 405 fwy at Spear America South Bay. Running a s
hasleft me vey dry, but | was fortunate to get a dive in
for the bluewater meet, and | really enjoyed seeing
everyone at the weigh in.
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Presidents Message

Hey fellow Neptunes,

lhopeyouallare @A Y3 | Fl ydlFradAOo adzYYSNW® LGQa oSSy I 1Af
islands. And oh, them Tuna! | know some of you have scored on that action @dwelly S aSSy &2YS
some stories. The 2017 Bluewater Meet is rinvihe history books. Lots of nice fish were brought to the winners
OANDES |G GKS aySe¢é¢ LalKYdza FlLOAfAGASAad ¢KS CI (K
Our brother Byron has fought the battle of his life in the past rhaafter a major coronary event. He looked over
the edge, but stepped back from it. The love and support of all of us that care so much about him helped work
miracle. We look forward to diving again with Byron and seeing his strong and happy face ansoigsfor your

t NSAaARSY(iz LQ@®S KFIR o0SUGGSNIESINE® 'a F YIFIGGSN 27
not complaining, but. . . been extreme skiing, rock & ice climbing, jumping over crevasses in theagjlidinpal
big air from Europe to Aspen, solo ascents in the Sierras, downhill mountain biking, wild river expeditions thro
the Alaskan bush, & bluewater hunting all my adult life. Never did see an operating room for 56 years. This ye
two within a45 day period. At the end of April, while in Panama (after scoring my PB YF Tuna), | took a diggel
trotting down the dark staircase to the staterooms on the mothership. Aw just a little ankle sprain. Dr. Strohba:
taped me up, all good! | toughedatt for the next 3 days, lugged my crap through 3 airports & denied the pain.
days later, anxay showed a fractured and displaced fibula, 3 inches above the ankle. On May 17 | had 7 scre
I aGdSSt LXFGS Ayadltf SR aziy KBKS SiNgpI @ &! 32 1 d Sywi ag Ht i
Soon that day came, Junes2IThe night before, | noticed a dark shadow effect in the upper inside corner of my
eye. That morning, it was more like a dark curtain, slowly eclipsingehdyoff view. Weird. | got to an
ophthalmologist asap and he immediately diagnosed a severe retinal tear that allowed fluid to leak behind anc
detach the retina. | had emergency surgery at 5AM the next morning. Around 200,000 cases of this occur in ti
each year. The repair technique used on me was to laser the perimeter of the retina back in its proper positior
conventionally stitch up the tear. A bubble of gas was then injected into the eyeball to apply pressure to the re
it heals. My headhad to remain in a fixed, downward position for 1 to 2 weeks after the surgery. For ten days |
FI OS R26y®d® b2 NBFIRAY3I Ffft26SRd 2 G0OK ¢+ (GKNRIAK |
my eye as | look through the bubble. The galsabsorb into my system in the next two months, vision should ret
after that. During this time | cannot fly or go more than 1500 feet above sea level. One thing is for sure, | am k
and determined to get my vision back. One eye (the weaker @gng)Q G OdziGAy 3 Al ' & ¥Fz
the water to enjoy this sport | love. Within 2017 | WILL. To see the beauty of a brilliant orange sunrise, to see
approaching island take shape in the hazy distance, to see a wall of yellawtailreded by crystalline blue, to see
the smiling faces of the best people, my beloved friends and fellow div&lisof You.

Galy OFyy2i RA&ZO2OSNI ySg 20SlIya dzyft Saa KS
Andre Gide (1862951)

Todd Norell
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2017 Fish Standings

2016 Calico Derby : ScottiDe-Firmian/95 1bs:<. Biggest Bluefin Tuna (California): Mark:Navas: 40)0 Ibss
Calico: ScottiDesFirmian9:5 1bs:<. Biggest Yellowfin Tuna (California ):

Dorado: Bonito:

Biggest Tuna (Out of Country/State): Sheephead:

White Sea Bass: Mike La Riva 69.05 bs:. Yellowt ail: Joe Prola 32.0 Ibs.

Biggest Pelagic Fish (Non - Tuna) Out of Country/State: Masahira Mori220.5 Ibs. Rooster Fish

Biggest Reef Fish Out of Country/State: Halibut:

Lobster: Abalone:
Kent MciIntyre Award: Mike: La Riva 69.05 lbs: WSB! 2 YT T
Larry,Heinrichh 65.7 Ibs: WSBZ 2 YT T

Joe Prola 46.7 lbs: WSBE 32lbso YT/ T

s : _
Neptunes Tcb 2 Qa Y Get your Club Fshirts/Bluewater T-shirts

Sign up for the Fathomiers Scramble Mee
Send me youphotos of any successful hun

August 19th to (949)9458930

Show up to August meeting 8/2 L ¥ &ilkegr@iphotos on the Neptunes

Sign up for the Yellowtail Round Up website submit your photos to Brandon.
Make sure you choose the option to
R26yaArl S GKS LA OG dzNK

September &

Sign Up for the=amily Campout 2017
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Lowg Bowoh Ziud Al
YELLOWTAIL ROUND UP

This meet is held by the Long Beach Neptunes at Santa Catalina Island on SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2017 and isa TEAM
EVENT. All entries will be verified. To participate, you must qualify under at least one of the following conditions:

1. Any Tentative, Full or Life Member of the Long Beach Neptunes in active standing on the 2017 roster.

2. Any Tentative, Full or active member of the LA Fathomiers, SD Freedivers, OC Spearos, and any other invited clubs.

3. Non-club members: You must be officially sponsored to compete by an active Full or Lifetime Member of the Long
Beach Neptunes. Each Neptune can only sponsor one TEAM and the Neptune MUST sign and submit the entry form of
the TEAM sponsored.

RULES: Divers may begin at dawn on Saturday, September 9, 2017 but must conclude their diving and be on the beach at the
RIPPERS COVE weigh-in site by 4pm. NO EXCEPTIONS. All TEAM fish entries not inside the weigh-in circle by 4pm will be
disqualified. The eligible fish are YELLOWTAIL only. ALL team divers must be diving off the same vessel with a minimum
of 2 divers per team and a maximum of 4 divers per team. A total of 4 fish per team will be counted for a total team
weight. NO SCUBA DIVING IS PERMITTED. The diving area includes all waters from San Diego to Santa Barbara, including
Catalina, San Clemente, San Nicholas, and Santa Barbara Islands. The Cortez and Tanner Banks are OFF LIMITS.

WEIGH-IN AT 4PM SHARP AT RIPPERS COVE!!!

TEAMS PROVIDE: 1) Team Entry Fee. 2) This complete & SIGNED Entry/Liability release for each team. 3) Protein of choice
and cooking utensils. 4) Game Fish (maximum 4 yellowtail per team).

WE PROVIDE: 1) 157 thru 3RP place TEAM trophies. 2) Trophy for individual Biggest Yellowtail. 3) Cash Prize for 1st place
TEAM. 4) Beach BBQ with sides & paper plates. 5) Water, soda, and BEER.

Long Beach Neptunes Yellowtail Round Up Waiver
ALL DIVER SIGNATURES REQUIRED. If under 18 years of age, Parent or Guardian must sign. One entry per application.

I assume entry into this event at my own risk. In consideration of my participation, I intend to be legally bound. I do hereby assume all risk
for myself, heirs, executors, administrators, and assign, waive, release, and forever discharge any and all rights and claims for damages I may
have or hereafter accrue to me against the sponsors, Long Beach Neptunes or any other individuals and/or groups involved in coordination
of this event, for any and all damages and/or injuries which may be sustained by me in connection with participation in the Long Beach
Neptunes Yellowtail Round Up spearfishing tournament. [ further attest and verify that I am physically fit, enjoying good health, and have
sufficient expertise for participation in this event. Parent and/or Guardian agree to indemnify and hold harmless the above sponsors of any
and all damages received in the event the entrant is a minor.

ALL REGISTRATION FORMS CAN BE EMAILED TO bill.peratt@aol.com. REGISTRATION FORMS WITH PAYMENTS CAN BE MAILED TO

THE ADDRESS BELOW AND RECEIVED NO LATER THAN 9/06/17. PAYMENTS ARE ACCEPTED VIA PAYPAL AT THE ADDRESS
BELOW. PAYMENTS AND FORM SUBMISSIONS WIL BE ACCEPTED AT THE NEPTUNES GENERAL CLUB MEETING ON 9/06/2017.

[ ] Team Entry Fee - $35 per diver (Specify Club): Team Name:

[ ] Neptune Sponsor, if applicable (Print & Sign):

Vessel Name:

Name of Divers (Print & Sign):
1) 2)
3) 4)

If any diver is a minor, please indicate age:

Parent Signature:

Make check payable to, LONG BEACH NEPTUNES and mail, along with signed entry form, to: Bill Peratt, 1607 N Dressage St, Orange CA
92869. PAYPAL payments can be made to: Lbneptunespayment@gmail.com. Include TEAM NAME and YELLOWTAIL ROUND UP 2017
in DESCRIPTION FIELD. Choose the, “I'm sending money to family or friends” option when sending payments. After Paypal payment has
been made, scan and email signed application to: bill.peratt@aol.com. 1 application per team. For more info: www.LongBeachNeptunes.com




Long Beach Neptunes Family Campout 2017 Waiver

ALL PARTICIPANTS SIGNATURES REQUIRED. If under 18 years of age, Parent or
Guardian must sign.

| assume entry into this event at my own risk. In consideration of my participation, |
intend to be legally bound. | do hereby assume all risk for myself, heirs, executors,
administrators, and assign, waive, release, and forever discharge any and all rights and
claims for damages | may have or hereafter accrue to me against the sponsors, Long
Beach Neptunes or any other individuals and/or groups involved in coordination of this
event, for any and all damages and/or injuries which may be sustained by me in
connection with participation in the Long Beach Neptunes Family Campout 2017. |
further attest and verify that | am physically fit, enjoying good health, and have sufficient
expertise for participation in this event. Parent and/or Guardian agree to indemnify and
hold harmless the above sponsors of any and all damages received in the event the

participant is a minor.

Participant (Print Name).

Parent or Guardian (Print Name):

Signature: Date:
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Saturday August (3, 2017

?é@w

§w‘l¢ Mu@
Vo2, Annfual 5;oearz§tslung

Location:
The Scramble meet weigh-in and ensuing Raffle & BBO will be held at 3pm at;
(000 W. Paseo Del Mar, San Pedro, CA 3073I.

Rules:
Registration forms are available at www.fathomiers.net. E-mail your completed form to fathomiers@gmail.com.
Pre-registration & payment is due no later than Wednesday, August 16th, 2017. NO marning registration.
The meet is a 3 fish meet, | fish per species. All fish must be personally presented by the diver inside the catch
circle by 3:00 pm sharp. NO EXCEPTIONS.
Start time is sunrise on Saturday August ISth, 2017. Diving is permitted anywhere in California ocean waters.
Cost:

$30 entry fee for non-members includes T-shirt and BBO. No fee for club members.

Registration can be paid at the club meetings, PayPal “LosAngelesFathomiers@gmail.com”
Trophies:

Trophies will be presented for 15t through 5t places and for the largest fish taken.

The Ist place winner's name will be inscribed on the prestigious Fathomiers Perpetual Trophy.

Raffle:

Raffle tickets will be available at the event. Must be present to claim your price.

‘%;2_) Of'((‘-( AT SFERA _SU_ , wn,,,

% W - Wellmgtoangns



TO REGISTER, FILL OUT THIS FORM AND PRESENT $30 FEE PAYABLE TO THE LOS ANGELES FATHOMIERS BY AUG. 16%2017
(Pre-payment and Registration is required, T-shirt is included at the weigh-in)

The Los Angeles Fathomiers proudly present the 49" Annual Scramble Meet on Saturday August 19t 2017,
This spearfishing meet is OPEN TO EVERYONE. FREEDIVING ONLY. Rules are below.

1. Preregistration/payment is due no later than Wednesday, August 16%, 2017. One entry per application. If under 18 years of
age, a parent or guardian must sign the application. NO registration will be available at the day of the event.

2. You may e-mail your completed entry form to fathomiers@gmail.com. Payments are accepted at the July and August club
meeting or with PayPal to “LosAngelesFathomiers(@gmail.com” (make sure you select “Send Money to Family or Friends”).

3. A $30 registration fee applies for Non-Members. T-shirt and lunch is included with registration.

4. Diving start time is sunrise on Saturday August 19th, 2017. Diving is permitted anywhere in California ocean waters. Meet
ends at 3:00 p.m. All fish must be personally presented by the diver inside the catch circle by 3:00 p.m. sharp at 1000 W. Paseo
Del Mar, San Pedro, CA 90731. NO EXCEPTIONS.

5. Scoring is 1 point per fish, 1 pomt per pound and is based on total aggregate weight of no more than three (3) fish per diver
using muscle loaded speargun, Hawaiian sling, or pole spear. No powerheads. ONLY ONE fish per species allowed. All fish
must be taken in compliance with CA Fish and Game regulations. Sharks, rays, eels, and mola molas are not permitted.

6. Special limitations: Calico Bass and Sand Bass must be a minimum of 14 inches. Sheephead minimum size is 18 inches.
Competitors must possess a valid CA fishing license.

7. Fish may only be taken while freediving. Scuba, hooka, or any other kind of breathing aid is not allowed.

8. The Fathomier’s recorder may disqualify any participant that did not follow the rules. The recorder’s decision is final.

Trophies will be presented for first through fifth places and for the largest fish taken.
The 1st place winner’s name will be inscribed on the prestigious Fathomiers Perpetual Trophy.

Raftle, soft drinks, BBQ, and salad will be available after the weigh-in at 3:00 p.m.

BY VIRTUE OF MY SIGNATURE BELOW I ASSERT THAT I AM IN EXCELLENT PHYSICAL CONDITION AND
THAT I AM PARTICIPATING AND DIVING ENTIRELY OF MY OWN VOLITION.

I HERE WITH FORFEIT ALL CLAIMS AGAINST AND HOLD HARMLESS THE LOS ANGELES FATHOMIERS AND/OR
ANY INDIVIDUALS REPRESENTING OR ASSOCIATED WITH THAT ORGANIZATION FOR ANY ILLNESS, INJURY,
DEATH, DAMAGES, LIABILITY, LEGAL FEES, OR RESPONSIBILITY OF ANY KIND THAT COULD ARISE AS A
RESULT OF MY PARTICIPATION IN THIS CONTEST OR EVENT.

NAME PHONE

ADDRESS

SIGNATURE DATE
CLUB AFFILIATION EMAIL

For further information, contact: Mike Thomas 310-508-9599 / fathomiers@gmail.com
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Mark Navas with a King Neptune local Bluefin

Tuna weighing in at 40.0 Ibs

August2017




June 24™ Blue Water Meet Results

2017 Long Beach Neptunes Blue Water Meet Final Standings

Mike Raabe
Bill Ernst

Mike Thomas
Dave Freeman
Todd Farquhar
Chad Priest
Daniel Baranbo
John Johnston
Lou Rosales
10. Randy Weston
11. Jesse Goode
12. Eric Huff

13. John Carpenter
14. Aaron Deal

15. Mark Navas
16. Brandon Ward
17. Juan Aquilar
18. Mike Feldman

©CoNoOGO WD

46.55 Ib
42.50 Ib
32.651b
29.50 Ib
29.401b
28.70 Ib
26.90 Ib
26.30 Ib
25.30 Ib
23.90 Ib
20.451b
20.101b
16.95 Ib
19.50 Ib
16.30 Ib
15.30 Ib
13.70 Ib
12.651b

White Seabass
White Seabass
Yellowtalil
Yellowtail
White Seabass
Yellowtail
Yellowtalil
Yellowtail
Yellowtalil
Yellowtail
Yellowtail
Yellowtail
Yellowtail
Yellowtail
Yellowtalil
Yellowtalil
Yellowtail
Yellowtalil

LA Fathomiers
LA Fathomiers
LA Fathomiers
LB Neptunes
LB Neptunes
Guest
LA Fathomiers
LB Neptunes
LB Neptunes
LA Fathomiers
LB Neptunes
LA Fathomiers
LB Neptunes
SD Freedivers
LB Neptunes
LB Neptunes
Guest
SD Freedivers
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AMERICA’S SURF CO.

Ladies and Gentlemerk 1 Qa GAYS G2 NBO23IyAlT S | 3INBuedi
producing our Clult QBUzS 6 1 SNJ ¢ Q& > JgN¢pRinelb&ailiesS They\dnhtedd v
bunch of hats, t-shirts, and pins for theclub auction. So if you need arother gear, look no
further. In addtion, they are offering an exclusive deal for the Neptunes. Shop at
Katinusa.comand use promo code NEPTUNES25 for 25% off of your o&trnot to late to
get a pair of boardies for the sumer ask Jesse how to get them.
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Mike Raabe % Place Fish

Bill Ernst 2, Mike Raabest, Mike Thomas 3rd
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Attention Tertative Members/Sponsors of Tentative

Members/Members!

Board shorts will be available at the August meeting for those that ordered

them.

Tentatives:L ¥ & 2dz KI gSy Qid | £t NBFReé YIS

many faces and names, but members want to know who you are so put

yourselves out there and say hello.

introduce yourselves to all of the members. Y26 A G Qa {2 dZ

b

a
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As always some fish come a day early and some come a day late. A quality

yellowtail from Mark Na vas a day shy of the t ournament, as well as jeff

Billhorn with a nice White Sea Bass the day before,
5&/ 5"5*7& #3*" |/ . 03, 5)"5

Beautiful fish nonetheless and a good time shared by all.

and a white sea bass from
%* %/ z5 .",& *5 50
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John Hughes éMakeFishNkiler'h, Cupc:

On top of 60+ days straight at work with
hundred plus hour weeks on the clock, my
dad recently passed away unexpectedly.
Wife is pregnant with baby number two on
the way and all the cars were breaking
down. Needless to say, life has been
happening full speed and my gills were as
dry as they get. :

| decided to make a healthy choice and tak
a few days off to reset my head. My first
intention was to come hang out with you
guys and dive the Blue Water Meet but aft
thinking about it | just needed a few days
away from people to decompress. Decided | #

n r head to
Clemente
g’* where the water
R was a little
cleaner than
SBI. Having

been out of the
loop for a few
R months | had
no idea what
S == \yas going on
. out there but

! we lucked into
= a one stop shop
at Arch.
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My body was physically wrecked and only at about 30% physically so | was
very conscious of trying to take it easy and not do anything stupid in the

water. Fortunately the fish were stuffed with squid and were the stupid ones. |
had five fish on in abouttwo hours of diving and called it quits and slept the

rest ofthe day. After a goodights sleep on top of my three hour nap we woke up
and put a few more fish on board in the morning before we pulled the plug and
headed home early. Took the wind and swajht on the beam for the 50 mile
ride home and then cleaned fish till dark. | was toasted but went back to work
the next few days and finished up my long work run with a smile.

| never get to hook up with you guys on the tournaments we have because they
always coincide with this big work run every year. | miss icamaraderie but

this year especially | had to pick some solitude to process and fortunately the
fish cooperated. Hopefully next year the dates will move around a little bit and |
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could join yau guys out therellt's been a

tough year for me on a variety of levels but
it hasn't been without its share of

blessings as well. Just before and just after
a twomonth Straight work beating | had
some of the best trips | can remember.
With all the islands blowing up and tuna
offshore, being a glutton for punishment |
just wanted to dive dirty water for

! Seabass. Picked Catalina on this last trip

, and it seemed to be a good choice.

=

Trident

marginal but
= With
| abundant
B Seabass to 40
- and yellows to
&8 35 you stop
worrying
about vis
quick. | hope
you guys
take a break
from the tuna fever to enjoy our locs
islands at their best during this
premium EI Nino season!
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TentativeBODZcW UYI T DO UbWPYI z2BZ Dz

4 4

| just got back fromacoufleZ CbzbHO WBY DWO CZz2BZ2zBZ
to report on. After thinking about it, maybe that is exactly what needs to be said.

We have a set group of regulars that dive together quite a bit. It includes our own
Jason Taylor, Yu Fukushame a couple of guys from another club. During
downtime on the boat we run out of shit talking and start going through ideas on
what we need to shoot and where we should go to do it. The list is long and filled
with exotic places that none of us havetiime or money for. So instead, we settle
for what can be done quickly and has a good chance of big fish without breaking t
bank. The last couple of years it has been a trip out to Texas with Keith and this y
a week in Panama with DFAC. Both are sldgbthr prime time while our fishing is
relatively slow. Wahoo in Mar with Keith and YFT in April in Panama are a guaran
right?
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The first trip is out to Texas. Wr
have done the trip before and :
after 5 days sitting in Surfside, -
last time watchinghe
inbreeding (no offense to
anyone or their sister/wife), we *f"
knew to watch the weather andﬁ%: '
not fly until it looks good. Our = S
week quickly approaches and tEe=—==
forecast is turning to shit so we "<
start the Southwest cancel and G2
rebook game. Finally a window
appears and with the boat
booked the following 3 weeks, i
looks like it is our only chance t
get out before Panama. So we
rally the team and jump on the
next flight to Houston. This
turned out to be the first
mistake. Winter/Spring inthe -
gulf can be highlyariable as the
wind kicks up quickly and the <~
forecast changes daily. We enc & |

up getting on the boat with 25kt+ winds which were supposed to get better later
that day. We head out taking wave after wave over the bow and soon stop the bo:
waiting winds tday down. Eventually we work our way to some rigs about 80 miles
out late in the afternoon. Diving is great, 100ft vis and the rigs are loaded with the
usual suspects with even a few wahoo buzzing around the outside. We tag a bun
snappers, tryunsu®@O zcl [d CB [cbY CzZY 100 W+ S
DbYYZ? Becb D2ZWZCO ZBb CZY BYAdC gwaLO

Ubc ¢$BBLC bYWIITAd OIYYD DZYB dBbc WbY
massive wahoo the next day. For starters, the rig hornfeesry 60 seconds.

Right as you are about to nod off, the giant fog horn wakes you right back up. A fe
hours later (or about 240 horns), | get up to pISS and notice that there is a 15kt ste
WbYYQY WIBDzBZ. SC §WDB wetkoDaValsBianGlithz Y
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another 55 miles to get to the spot. We arrived to the same 25kt wind as the prior

morning and 5ft wind swell at 6 seconds apart. At least the water was clear but th
were no wahoo and no sharks, nothing but a friendly barradlogeirig us around.
The drifts were fast and we were having a hard time keeping an eye on the boat (
vice versa) and keeping water out our snorkels as the waves broke overhead. Fin
we start to see the regular welcome party of bull, hammers, sitispianers with

a wahoo or two off in the distance. Simultaneously the weather is getting
unbearable. The boat has trouble locating a pair of divers (even with their floats) ¢
DY ZWPY CB bWZY CZY 9YYz20z65B GO zC
when you are on the spot and starting to see fish but this trip is filled with enough
risk in perfect weather so | have no regrets. We finished up the day on some rigs
inside where the weather was cooperative enough to shoot the rest of ouphig st
StLO WBY 2YC WWYZ2 zB [2bbzBzZ WIBBzZ W

To add insult
to injury, the
two trips after
us had no
delays and
perfectly flat
weather. -
Sharks were ===
minimal and ‘ '
they B 2
absolutely
slayed the
wahoo. There ~
were so many
fish, they
never touchedt
the rigs ad
had to go
back in
because they
ran out of ice.
At least we
got to shoot a ;%

[Sm——
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WeBYZ BZ 7220972 2zBYIc¢c92BZ StLD C‘ZWC’ YT
course, we shrugged it off knowing that we had vindication waiting in April in
Panama.

Panamavas absolutely awesome in almost every way except the big one, dead Yfi

The lodge was great, the boats seem like they are made for diving, travel was sm

and the group had a bunch of cool divers. We arrived and Terry Maas had been

diving for a few dayaith only 1 fish shot and reports of some tough diving. Like the

other group reported at our last meeting, the fish were moving quick down in the

murk layer which started at about 35 ft. DFAC has a couple of rules for this trip sir
it is based out of fishing lodge

that gives them a pretty good

rate, making it cost much less

than other options. The lodge is

part of a conservation group

trying to ensure there will be fish

in Panama in the future so they

catch and release all their big

jacks and pargo arihit the

spearing to pelagics only. In

addition, there is some local

drama between all the

commercial, fishing and diving

interests so the lodge chooses to

stay off the Hannibal Bank and do all their diving jumping birds/dolphin. Finally,

Terry is an abiite purist and encourages everyone to dive bluewater without the

assistance of chumming. This program has been successful as they regularly lanc

30 fish each year but this time the fish were moving fast and uncooperatlve 12 di

spent5fullday§ ZW0z2z2 B2 Cc¢cBW ZBb BBIAd 5 Z7Z207.

other than yft that preferred swimming mach 2 in 70 degree jellyfish soup rather

than lazily drifting along in the 83 degree blue surface layer.

After 5 straight days of diving and isgea handful of fish at 40ft+ away, our group

decided to detour to Isla Montuosa to look around until we heard a report of radio
fish. It was probably a combination of our exhaustion and boredom from 12 hours
days that forced us to switchitupand itWa& 2zbb VY9 2z WCY Z2C. ¢
variety of reef fish, we had wahoo start to show up on the edge and show interest
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our flashers. We were able to bring them in and Jason and | tagged a couple with
opportunities on a couple more. The prospett &b Y z BBz Jdzwl Y Cc¢
a good option on day 7 so we repeated. The currents were ripping and the charac
of the reef had changed so we headed to Isla Ladrones to do some more explorin
SICZbBc2Z YBBY2CzBBO DWhsYBat&hd iCWaYawésineC
to dive an island that looks like it came out of Jurassic Park.

So if | learned anything from all this, it is that there are no guarantees in spearfish
Even when you hit the best spot at the
best time with the right geand the

best diver (okay, kook), it still all has to
come together for the perfect trip.

That said, each trip was great and | had
W Wl WOC. SPYB 2Z C
happen, there was a reward of a

decent fish or two. | also learned that
karma repid me for the shit weather
zB UG DzCZ W DWZEBEGB
looking forward to karma repaying me

a slob yft on my next trip.
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.Sazr A0Qa GUNXzZS S FINB Ftf 3ISGGAy3a 2f RSNE
said his diving, breath hold and hunting skills show no signs of retreat. For the last few years
aYlrftf 3ANRdzL) 2F dza dza S (O KakezanyzXousé fér & @ivé trip, 8nd B 2
OFyQli GKAY]l 2F | o0SGGOSNI gFe (2 OStSoNIGS
consists of the usual suspects, Too Tall, No Deal, Dexter and me AKA One Way. Normally ot
current club president, Todadvho himself possesses multiple derogatory nick names, was
unable to attend this gala event due to being side lined with two injuries. The first of which, he
Is recovering from, a broken femur. This injury happened weeks ago while in Panama and
there is stong speculation that alcohol could have been involved. More recently, Todd
underwent eye surgery to one of his retinas. (Get well soon Todd; we miss your comedic
fashion and due to the lack of your presence, it has now caused to me to be butt of most of
the jokes.)

The 3 day dive trip left San Pedro dock
-~ early Saturday morning for Santa Barbra
. Island. We were to spend a day and a half
= there primarily targeting White Sea Bass,
_ and then finishing the trip at Catalina. Our
. first spot was the 9 fathoms we we had a
' slight downbhill current, 40 foot visibility
| and 63 degree water temp. | believe | was
first in, what a shocker. A half an hour
passed by before my first sighting of yellow
tail blew by. Out of range and wanting
== nothing to do with me, this snilaschool of
20 pounders escaped the wrath of my
Alexander tuna gun. Sometime later,
another single yellow appeared. | launched
a Hail Mary shot and connected. The fish
wrapped up in the kelp 30 feet down. |
started to retrieve it but all | pulled up was
my empty shaft. It was a total Houdini.
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Moments later, the

birthday boy swam
up to me with a 15 Ib.
yellow asking if | had
a stinger attached to
Ye Ft2F00
be bothered to swim |
this monster back to | =
the boat. Sure nota
LINRGEf SYs &
than happy to swim
the ¥4 mile back to
the boat through the
kelp towing a B
Gannett float , 75 e )
feet of bungee, and L | .
your fish dangling behind the mess. He clipped the fish on and dlsappeared

Making it back to the stern step, Too Tall had a shit eatingogrinis face and a 38 Ib. white in
the cooler. This was especially annoying to me for two reasons. The evening before, we had
aSt SOGSR G4SIFYya yR KS glayQi 2y YAySeo {SO
hear his unabated gloating. The weekeminpetition went something like this. Seamus, Too
Tall and No Deal were on one team and Dexter and | on the other. The weight of the largest
catch of each team member would be counted, two fish per team only. Dexter and | had to

stop this madness and geffish on the score board.

The sightings had dropped so we moved the boat to the back side and anchored outside the
massive kelp bed. The gloating continued, so in order to escape further injury to both my ears
and ego, | was the first in. The visibilitgsvincredible. You could see the bottom at 50 feet. As

| swam through the bed, a 4 foot diameter silver ball of micro bait caught my attention.
Framed in the center and staring straight at me was a 6 pound calico. My shot was good. It
g 2dz Ry QU nip&itiohdnuchk it Margaret would be happy, calico is her favorite.

Back on board, Too Tall is holding his gun now slesf$. He had taken a shot at yet another
white swimming under him. The fish took off snapping his shooting line at the crimp. Gone
WSNBE KA&a aKFFdz 0ALI YR GKS FAAKD ¢KIFG 82c
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reached a new level of irritation when No Deal decided to comment about the size difference

0SUsSSYy ¢22 ¢l ffQa 66KAGS | godter. YBe loSihgiteand) By the & |
way, not only has to put up with hurtful, insensitive and abusive comments, but also has to
buy these knuckleheads dinner. Its double jeopardy | tell you.

On to the next spot Dexter and | fell further behind when the WBita Bass Whisperer
akKz22da + aSO2yR ¢6KAGS ¢gSAIKAYA Ay |G pnfo
one | told myself.

Approaching early evening, we set anchor
near our first spot. Too Tall requested an in
water photo shoot so team member NReal
obliges. The scenario looks like this; Seamus
and | had just got back and we are standing
on the aft deck telling stories of missed

2 yellow tail opportunities. Too Tall is in the

~ water staging his 54 pounder, No Deal is-gun
# less with the Go Pro in hdrand Dexter has

his gun loaded 15 feet from No Deal. No Deal
just happens to look down at the precise
same moment a 40 Ib white swims just under
KA&da FTAyao |I1S &Stfta G2
Bewildered, Dexter takes a breath and dives
on the slow movingarget. He fires, missing
the fish and in state of disbelief watches as
the fish swims off untouched. It seems that
2dzNJ 6SFY OFyQid O §O0K |
has one of those Walley Potts Reel. To keep
the line from unwinding while out of the
water, he places a large rubber band around
it. Yep you guessed it, he forgot to remove it.
At least this is what he is attributing the
missed shot to.

The anchorage was miserable, we were broadside to the swell all night and no one slept muc
This day was a . Too Tall was on his game shooting a 52 and a 46 pounder within a
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relatively short period of time. Seamus, No Deal, and Dexter all shot 15 Ib yellows. Thanks to

Dexter, we are finally were on the score board but way behind. The evening was upon us anc
the leading team was busy planning the victory dinner as we headed for Catalina.

' FGSNI I INBFG yAIKIQa at SSLI FaG ¢62 | F NbD 2N
b2 5SIf 6lLayoid A

the water 10
minutes when he
landed a 22 Ib
white. Dexter goa
25 pounder and
spooked a tanker.
Seamus shot a 42
pound white. | shot
a white which took
half the line off my
reel and tore off.

The take away from
all this is that our
network of divers is
extremely
completive, and
although it is in our
DNA to win, is our
desire to share
these experiences
with this tight nit
group of friends-
This is the true
driving force.

Happy Birthday
Seamus

Mike Marsh
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Seabass Slayin with Paul Zylstra

| had a chance to go dive Santa Cruz Island last month for the first time and

Yé @YgdaMe @YcOaaavyae. Ai UaYUa@ Uxda éaeB
the fish and we had an invite. Who could turn that offer down. So we packed

up the truck with gear and left for Channel Islands harbor at 3am. We arrived

¢ea O OubéevyUeéea 26M EOgaa eYU@ ea Oe eUU a

to go and pumped up to tell us

he had gone the evening before

and saw lots of fish.

U auue eUU gaxpr Oe

N i
~ ~ thirty and crossed the channel in
calm conditions to arrive just
atUse céa éa eéa 30M ¢
medium current. We suited up

and jumped in.

As | swam through the kelp |

saw schools of sardines, barracuda
chasing them and quite a few

nice size calicos. Oh this was

S0000000 fishy | thought. | know
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minute. Hey was that a seabass
tail | saw go behind that kelp? Yes
Ye e€O0O¢. EUU eO¢ o4
just cruising slowly into the

current. | swam up to some kelp
and dropped in behind her and just
to the left. When I leveled off the
fish was still swimm ing slowly but |
could see she knew | was there.

Damn just out of range | thought.

Well, here | go and | started \
RYxBvyalU eaeldexegc e \

one a little bigger than | had
thought. I line up as | closed the ?

gap but the fish was now right in

frot a0 au Oa@ A UO@P aa c¢Uae. 1éé UéUcgcc e&UO
she turned left right in front of me. Click the shaft was away. The shot was

right in the shoulder so | could pull pretty hard.

| retrieved the fish and returned to the boat took a

couple pictures of my first ever Santa Cruz Island

seabass. Just over 40 Ibs. The day would yield a fish

Ude UéUexi daU. Aeée xaéagaMe UOeU éa:=RUQD aeée
AeM¢ Uaza@ ea UOéU UeaeYUawdcg!

Paul



